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Turaty-FourT# Coneress, Ist Session. 


\fr. JONES, of Tennessee. If it be made the || 
a order for half past twelve o’clock, I have || 
mA objection. : ; i 
“Mr. MASON, I do not wish to interfere with 
.).. Senator from Vermont, who has the floor for 
to-morrow. : 5 

Mr. SEWARD. This resolution can be taken | 
np in the morning hour. , 
tr. MASON. I move that the further con- 


sideration of this subject be postponed unul to- 


row. 
n The motion was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned, 


ce 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monpay, February 4, 1856. 


The House was called to order by the Speaker 
at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer by Rev. G. H. 
Day. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved 

ADMINISTERING OF OATH TO MEMBERS. 


The SPEAKER. Itis the duty of the Chair 
to administer to the members of the House the 
oath required by the Constitution. Unless other- 
wise ordered, the Clerk will call the Members and 
Delegates of the House by States and Territories, 
who, as their names are called, will have the 
coodness to advance into the area of the House, 
where the oath of office will be administered to 
them. 

The oath or affirmation to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States, as required by the 
Constitution, and prescribed by the act of June 
1, 1789, entitled ** An act to regulate the time and 
manner of administering certain oaths,’’ wasthen 
administered by the Speaker to the following 
named members, (called by States:) 


From the State of Maine—John M. Wood, John J. Perry, 
Ebenezer Knowlton, Samuel P. Benson, Israel Washburn, 
Jr., and Thomas J. D. Fuller. 

From the State of New Hampshire—James Pike, Mason 
W. Tappan, and Aaron H. Cragin. 

From the State of Vermont —-James Meacham, Justin 8. 
Morrill, and Alvah Sabin. 

From the State of Massachusetts—Robert B. Hall, James 
Butlington, William S. Damreil, Linus B. Comins, Anson | | 
Burlingame, Timothy Davis, Chauncey L. Knapp, Alexan- 
der De Witt, Calvin C. Chaffee, and Mark Tratton. 

From the State of Rhode Island—Nathanicl B. Durfee and 
Benjamin B. Thurston. 

From the State of Connecticut—Ezra Clark, John Wood- 
ruff, Sidney Dean, and William W. Welch. 

From the State of New York—William W. Valk, James 
8. T. Stranahan, Guy R. Pelton, John Kelly, Thomas R. 
Whitney, John Wheeler, Bayard Clark, Ambrose 8. Mur- 
ray, Rutus H. King, Killian Miller, Russell Sage, Samuel 
Dickson, Edward Dodd, George A. Simmons, Francis E. 
Spinner, Thomas R. Horton, Jonas A. Hughston, Orsamus 
B. Matteson, Henry Bennett, Andrew Z. McCarty, William 
A. Gilbert, Amos P. Granger, Edwin B. Morgan, Andrew 
Oliver, John M. Parker, William H. Kelsey, John Williams, 
Ronjemnin Pringle, Thomas T. Flagier, and Solomon G. 

aven. 

From the Stateof New Jersey—Isaiah D. Clawson, George 
R. Robbins, James Bishop, George Vail, and Alexander C. 
M. Pennington. j 

From the State of Pennsylvania—Thomas B. Florence, 
Job R. Tyson, William Mijlward, Jacob Broom, John Cad- 
walader, John Hickman, Samuel C. Bradshaw, J. Glaney 
Jones, Anthony E. Roberts, John C. Kunkel, James H. 
Campbell, Henry M. Fuiler, Galusha A. Grow, John J. 
Pearce, Lemuel Todd, David F. Robison, John R. Edie, 
John Covode, Jonathan Knight, David Ritchie, Samuel A. 
Purvianee, John Allison, David Barclay, and John Dick. 

From the State of Delawere—Fiisha D. Cullen. 

From the State of Maryland—James A. Stewart, James 

- Ricaud, J. Morrison Harris, Henry Winter Davis, Henry 
W. Hoffman, Thomas F. Bowie. 

From the State of Virginie—John S. Millson, John 8. 
Caskie, William O. Goode, Thomas 8. Bocock, Paulus 
Powell, William Smith, Charles J. Faulkner, John Letcher, 
Zedekiah Kidwell, John 8. Carlile, Henry A. Edmundson, 
aud Fayette MeMullin. 

From the State of North Carolina—Robert T. Paine, | 

homas Ruffin, Warren Winslow, Lawrence O’B. Branch, 

Eiwin G. Reade, Richard C. Puryear, and Thomas L. || 
Clingman. 

_ From the State of South Carolina—John McQueen, Wil- ; 
liam Aiken, Lawrence M. Keitt, Preston S. Brooks, James | 
L. Orr, and William W. Boyce. 

From the State of Gesrgia—Martin J. Crawford, Robert '' 
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P. Trippe, Hiram Warner, John H. Luinpkin, Howell Cobb, 
Nathaniel G. Foster, and Alexander H. Stephens. 

From the State af Alabama—Percy Walker, Eli 8. Short- 
er, James F. Dowdell, William R. Smith, George 8. Hous- 
ton, Williamson R. W. Cobb, and Sampson W. Harris. 

From the State of Mississippi—Daniel B. Wright, Hend 
ley S. Bennett, William Barksdale, William A. Lake, and 
John A. Quitman. 

From the State of Louisiaena—George Eustis, Jr., Miles 
Taylor, Thomas G. Davidson, and John M. Sandidge. 

From the State of Ohio—Timothy C. Day, John Scott 
Harrison, Lewis D. Campbell, Matthias H. Nichols, Rich- 
ard Mott, Aaron Harlan, Benjamin Stanton, Cooper K. 
Watson, Oscar F. Moore, Samuel Galloway, John Sher 
man, Philemon Bliss, William R. Sapp, Edward Ball, 
Charles J. Albright, Benjamin F. Leiter, Edward Wade, 
Joshua R. Giddings, and John A. Bingham. 

From the State of Kentucky—Henry C. Burnett, John 
P. Campbell, Warner L. Underwood, Albert G. Talbott, 
Joshua H. Jewett, John M. Elliott, Humphrey Marshall, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Leander M. Cox, and Samuel F. 
Swope. 
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From the State of Tennessee—Albert G. Watkins, Wil- 


liam H. Sneed, Samuel A. Smith, John H. Savage, Charles 
Ready, George W. Jones, John V. Wright, Felix K. Zolli- 
coffer, Emerson Etheridge, and Thomas Rivers. 

From the State of Indiana—Smith Miller, William H. 
English, George G. Dunn, William Cumback, David P. 
Holloway, Lucian Barbour, Harvey D. Scott, Daniel Mace, 
Schuyler Colfax, Samuel Brentoa, and John U. Pettit. 

From the State of Ilinois—Ellinu B. Washburne, James 
H. Woodworth, Jesse O. Norton, James Knox, William A. 
Richardson, Thomas L. Harris, James C. Allen, and Samuel 
S. Marshall. 

From the State of Missouri—Luther M. Kennett, Gilchrist 
Porter, James J. Lindley, Mordecai Oliver, John 38. Phelps, 
and Samuel Caruthers. 

From the State of Arkansas—Altred B. Greenwood and 
Albert Rust. 

From the State of Michigan—Wiiliam A. Howard, Henry 
Waldron, David 8S. Walbridge, and George W. Peck. 

From the State of Florida—Augustus ©. Maxwell. 

From the State of Teaas—-Lemuel D. Evans and P. H. 
Bell. 

From the State of lowa—Augustus Hall and James Thor- 
ington. F 

From the Stateof Wisconsin—Daniel Wells, Cadwalader 
C. Washburne, and Charlies Billinghurst. 

From the State of California—James W. Denver and 
Phiiip ‘I’. Herbert. 


The oath or affirmation to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States was also adininistered 
by the Speaker to the following named Delegates, 
(called by Territories:) 

From the Territory of Minnesota—Henry M. Rice. 

From the Territory of Oregon—Joseph Lane. 

From the Territory of New Mezico—José Manuel Galle 
gos. 

5 

From the Territory of Utah—John M. Bernhisel. 

From the Territory of Washington-—J. Patton Anderson. 

From the Territory of Kansas—John W. Whitfield. 

From the Territory of Nebraska— Bird B. Chapman. 

When the name of Jounw W. Wuitrieip was 
called,as Delegate from the Territory of Kansas, 

Mr. GROW said: Out of deference to the 
wishes of gentlemen with whom I act, I withhold 
any objection to this Delegate taking his seat, 
although the circumstances which surround his 
case are such as,inmy judgment, would warrant 
this Congress in departing from its usual course 
of admitting Delegates on prima facie evidence. 


| When the proper time comes, I desire to be heard 


upon the subject; but interpose no objection at this 
time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, also said: I desire 
to state that, under the peculiar circumstances 
which surround us, I am _ not disposed to make 
the objection which I might otherwise have made 
to swearing in the Delegate from Kansas. I am 
placed in a condition somewhat peculiar in refer- 
ence to this matter. The people whom I repre- 
sent have been in a state of intense excitement 
for the last two months in reference to Kansas 
affairs. They have held mass-meetings, passed 
resolves, and sent them to me, to be presented 


_to this House at a proper time. This excite- 


ment grows out of the circumstances connected, 
to some extent, with the election of the honor- 
able gentleman who is now proposed to be sworn. 


| A constituent of mine—Thomas W. Barbour—a 
| pure man; a worthy man in every respect; a man 


of high moral character; a Kentuckian by birth, 
having been born and reared, as I am informed, 
in the county of Bourbon—not a man of extreme 
opinions on slavery, nor of violent temperament— 
was recently murdered—diabolically murdered 
without provocation—in Kansas; murdered ina 


| can have no vote. 
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in the back, too, { am credibly informed, by an 
officer now in the pay of this Administration! —~ 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I object to this 
course of remark by the gentleman as decidedly 
out of order. I cannot perceive that it has any 
bearing upon the position of the Delegate from 
Kansas. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have a right to make an 
objection to the g ntleman’s being sworn, and to 
be heard on it; but I do not propose to object. 
Under the peculiar circumstances of the case, I 
rose for the purpose of letting the House know 
why I do not object now. The reason is, because 
we have been, for two months, engaved in the 
organization of the House, and because the rais- 
ing of an objection now will only tend to confuse 
aad embarrass us further, whilst no practical 
advantage would be gained, because the Delegate 
1 make this statement that it 
may go to my constituents as the reason why I 
have not sooner taken action in reference to their 
resolutions on the subject, and for waiving my 
objection to swearing in the Delegate. 

{ would further say, that in stating the reason 
for not presenting objection now, I do not wish to 
be understood as waiving, in any degree, the 
right to object, which I now have; or as commit- 
ting myself to the idea, that we have nota right to 
object to the qualifying of the gentleman from 
Kansas. 

Mr. Wuirriecp was then qualified by taking 
the usual oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States. 

DRAWING SEATS. 

Mr. BALL. I offer a resolution, whichI send 
to the Clerk’s table. 

The resolution was reported, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, immediately after 
the passage of this resolution, place in a box the name of 
each member and delegate of the House of Representatives, 
Written on a separate slip of paper; that he then proceed, 
in the presence of the House, to draw from such box, one 
at a time, the said slips of paper, and, as each is drawn, he 
shall announce the name of the member or delegate upon 
it, Who shall choose his seat for the present session: Pro- 

led, That betore said drawing shall be commenced, the 
Speaker shall cause every seat to be vacated, and shall see 
that every seat continue vacant until it is selected under thia 
oracr. Bs 

Mr. BALL. I move the previous question on 
the resolution that I have offered. 

Mr. Orr sent to the Clerk’s desk a resolution 
which he wished to move as a substitute. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Bat] ean hardly be serious in 
insisting on that resolution now. 

Mr. EDIE. I move to lay the resolution on 
the table. , 

Mr. JONES. I think that the first thing this 
House should do, is to send a message to the 
Senate, informing that body—— 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman from Tennessee is 
not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in or- 


| der. The question 1s on the motion to lay the 


; 


| resolution of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Batt] 


| on the table. 


i 





Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I merely desire 


| to say, that I think the first thing the House 


should do, is to send a message to the Senate, to 
inform that body that the House of Representa- 


tives has elected Natuaniet P. Banks, a Repre- 
| sentative from Massachusetts, its Speaker, in 


order that the Seiate may know what condition 
we are in. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I offer the follow- 


| ing resolution, which I ask to have reported. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope the gen- 


| tleman from Ohio [Mr. Bat] will withdraw his 
| resolution. 


Mr. BALL. I do withdraw it. 

RESOLUTION TO NOTIFY THE SENATE. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Then I offer the follow- 
ing resolution. 

Mr SMITH, of Virginia. There is a reso- 
lution already on the Clerk’s desk, to be reported. 

Mr. WASHBURN, The gentleman from Vir- 


| ginia was not recognized by the Chair. 
most cowardly manner—shot in the back, sir !—shot |) 1 


Mr. SMITH. he Speaker did recognize me, 


ts 


: 
. 
‘ 
p 
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and I stated the fact that I sent my resolution to 
be read - 
The SPE \K ER re cognize dthe crentleman from 


Maine, {Mr. Wasupurn,]| and his resolution was 
reported, as follows: 

Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate to inform 
that body thata quorum of the House of Representauves 
has assembled, and that Naruante. P. Basxs, Jr., one of 
the Representatives from the State of Massachusetts, has 
boeu en Speaker, and that the House is now ready to 
proceed to busin 


Mr. McMULLIN. 
on the adoption of the r 
whether we should not. at the sume time, inform 
the President of the 

Several MemMBERs. 

‘The question was taken, and Mr. WasuBpurn’s 
adopted, 


ihe 
j 788. . 
Before the question be put 

' } . ae 
ution, | desire to ask 
United States. 


Oh, no. 


resolution was 
Phe Clerk was charged with the message to the 


penate, 


RESOLUTION TO NOTIFY 
Mr. PENNINGTON, I 


re solution: 


THE PRESIDENT. 
} 


offer the following 


Re 
thi 


volved, That a committee be appointed on the part of 
fiouse, to join such committee as 
the part of the Senate, to wa 


nay be apport «ou 
iton the President of the United 


States, and inform him that a quorum of the House of Rep 
resontatives is assembled, and that Congress is ready to re 
ceive any Communication be may be pleased to make. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I that 
we ought also to inform the President who is the 
presiding officer of this House, in order that he 
may know from whom he receives communica- 
tions from this body. 

Several MemBers. ‘hat is not usual, 

Mr. PENNINGTON. In preparing the reso- 
lution, | was following a precedent which I found, 
and which has the authority of the gentleman 
from Tennessee himself. 

The question was taken, and the resolution 
wis adopted. 

Me Pennincton, Aiken, and Broom were 
appointed by the Speaker sueh committee. 

ELECTION OF CLERK. 

Mr. THURSTON. I move that the 
do now proceed to the election of a Clerk. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe gentleman from Rhode 
Island |Mr. Tuvrstron] will allow me, | will first 
make a motion, which [suppose will consume no 
time. ‘Two months of the session have already 
passed by, and it is necessary for us to begin to 
prepare for the labor of the si I shall move, 
if | by permitted to do so, to take up the President’s 
message and accompanying documents from the 
table, and refer them to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Unton. 

Several Members. ! 


suppose 


House 


‘SSLON. 


Oh no! 

Mr. LLOUSTON, (aside.) I want to have them 
printed. 

The SPEAKER, The question is on the res- 
olution offered by the gentleman from Rhode 
Island, [Mr. Trursron. | 

Mr. VALK. I offer the following resolution 
for the consideration of the House. 

Mr. THURSTON. LI move the previous ques- 
tion on the resolution which LT have submitted. 

Mr. PHELPS. Have the resolution reported. 
[ desire to know whether it proposes to have the 
Cierk elected by ballot or viva voce ? 

The resolution was made to read as follows: 

Resolred, That the House do now proceed, viva voce, to 
the election of a Clerk. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman from Rhode Island 
had surrendered the floor, and the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Vatk} was recognized. How 
could the gentleman from Rhode Island get the 
floor to demand the previous question? 

Mr. HOUSTON, My friend trom South Car- 
olina [Mr. on is certainly mistaken. 

Mr. ORR. think that lam not mistaken. 
The gentleman from New York was recognized. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The circumstances were 
these: I appealed to the gentleman from Rhode 
Island (Mr. 'Tuurston] to surrender the floor to 
me. I did pot understand him as doing so; but I 
understood that objection was made, and therefore 
I acquiesced. But for that I would have insisted 
onmy motion. I think, therefore, that my friend 
from South Carolina is mistaken. ; 

Mr. ORR persisted in saying that the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Vaux] had been ree- 
ognized. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that | 


the facts are these. The gentleman from Rhode 


‘ 


r] 
' 


| then obtaining the floor, moved the previous | 


Island [Mr. Tuurston} submitted a resolution. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. Vax] 
assigned the floor onthat resolution. He did 
however, propose to amend it, but offered to in- 
troduce an independent resolution, which has not 
been read. The gentleman from Rhode Island 


Was 


| question; and the question before the House now 


is, ** Shall the main question be now put?” 


Mr. TRIPPE. I heard the gentleman from 
New York distinctly announce that he offered 
his proposition by way of amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so un- 
derstand it. The Chair did not hear the gentle- 
man state that he offered his resolution by way 


| of amendment. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from 
New York certainly did move it as a substitute. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair attended dis- 


tinetly to the gentleman from New York,and did 
not hear any preposition of that kind. 

Mr. VALI. 1 did offer my resolution as a 
substitute. If not so understood by the Chair, 
was my Intention. 

The SPEAKER, 


} 
such 


| derstand it. 


Mr. MeMULLIN. 
the resolution 
Rhode Island. 


offered by the gentleman from 


[do so with a view to let us first 


| draw for our seats. 





motion to lay upon the table; 


‘The question being onthe motion to lay on the 


table, Mr. A. K. Mansuaus demanded tellers. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
THorincton were appointed, 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
port d—ayes 103, noes 85. 

So Mr. Tiuursren’s resolution was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. VALE. ITnow move my resolution as an 
independent proposition. I offer the following: 

R 
Te liouse 


Fourth Congress. 


deelared Clerk of the 
Thirty 
Mr. SAGE. Ldemand the previous question 
upon the adoption of the resolution. 
Mr. ORR. I move to lay the resolution upon 
the table. The House has just laid upon the 
table the resolution of the ¢ 


Hiiessec, be 


of Repri sent- 
atives tor the 


ntleman from Rhode 
Island, for the purpose of drawing for seats. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
hays upon the motion, 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Orr’s 
and decided in the 
negative—yeas 10], nays 113; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barctay, 

Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Billinghurst, Bliss, Boeock, 
Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brenton, Brooks, Burnett, Cad 
walader, John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, Bayard 
Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Colfax, Cox, Crawford, Davidson, Day, Denver, Dowdell, 
Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, 
Foster, Thomas J.D. Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. Elarris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Holloway, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, 
Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshali, Hum- 


{ ask for the yeas and 


solved, That the Hon. William Cullom, of the State of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
i} 


not, 


The Chair did not so un- | 


I move to lay on the table | 


Bocock and | 


Barksdale, | 


| phrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MceMullin, 


MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Moore, Mott, Nichols, | 


|} Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peek, Phelps, Pike, Powell, Quit- 
Savage, Shorter, | 


Rust, 
Smith, 


man, Ruffin, 
Samuel A. 


. 
Sabin, 


William 


Sandidge, 
Smith, Stanton, Stephens, 


Stewart, Swope, ‘Talbott, Vail, Wade, Watlbridge, Wal- | 


dron, Walker, Warner, Watson, Wells, Winslow, Wood, | 
|} Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—I101. 


NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bradshaw, Broom, 
Buflington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Carlile, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Heary Winter 


Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, | 


Dodd, Dunn, Durtee, Edie, Etheridge, Evans, Flagler, 
Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert 
B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Hoffman, Thomas R. 
Horton, Howard, Kelsey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Kuowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, 
MeCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, 
Morrill, Murray, Norton, Paine, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, 
Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pringle, Purviance. Pur- 
year, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, Robbins, 
Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, 
William R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Trippe, Tyson, Un- 
derwood, Valk, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wheeler, 
Whitney, Woodruti, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—113. 


The question then recurred upon ordering the 
main question; and being taken, the main ques- 
tion was ordered. 

Mr.SMITH, of Tennessee. [ask for the yeas 
and nays upon the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


| bell, Carlile, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfa 
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The question was then taken upon the ado tion 
of the resolution, and decided in the affirmative 
yeas 125, nays 89; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Hen 
Jennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bradshaw, ry 
Buttington, Burlingame, Jas. H. Campbell, Lewis 


sroom, 
D. Camp 


: eon : X, Comins 
Covode, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter 


Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dicks¢ 

Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Etheridge, Evans, Flagier Fos 
ter, Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert. Grayops 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, fy’ 
ven, Hotiman, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Kelsey cen. 
nett, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
Lake, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Meaehsy,’ 
Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray’ 


Norton, Andrew Oliver, Paine, Parker, Pearee Peto, 
. f ’ on, 
Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pringle, Purviance, 


Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, ,o) 
bins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman 
Sinunons, William R. Smith, Saeed, Stanton, Stranahan’ 
Tappan, ‘Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 'Tratton, Trippe, Ty. 
son, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, C4, 
walader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watkins, Weleh, Whitney, Wood, Woodryy 
Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—195. at 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bet 
Hendley 8. Bennett, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie’ 
Boyce, Branch, Brenton, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader 
John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, Bayard Clark, Cling, 
man, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox. Craw 
ford, Davidson, Day, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elion 
English, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Pujjoy 
Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris. 
Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Holloway, Houston’ 


| Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, 


Kidwell, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K, Mar. 
shall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwet| 
MeMaullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mott, Nichols, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman. 
Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. Sinith, 
William Smith, Spinner, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Vail, 
Walker, Warner, Watson, Wells, Winslow, Daniel B. 
Wright, and John V. Wright—29. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. TAYLOR (when his name was called) 
stated that he had paired off with Mr. Wakemay: 
otherwise he should have voted against the reso- 
lution. 

The SPEAKER then announced William Cul- 
lom to be duly efeeted Clerk of the Thirty-Fourth 
Congress. y 

Mr. BALL. I now renew the resolution | 
sometime since withdrew, to proceed to draw for 
seats. 

Mr. VALK. Taskthe eentleman from Ohio 
to withdraw that resolution for a moment to e 
able me to make a motion in connection with the 
resolution just adopted by the House. 

Mr. BALL. I will withdraw for that purpose 

Mr. VALK. I move that William Cullom, 
having been duly elected Clerk of the House for 
the present Congress, be now sworn into office. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Cullom then came forward, escorted by Mr. 
Mace, of Indiana, and the Speaker proceeded to 
administer to him the oath of office. 

DRAWING FOR SEATS. 

Mr. BALL. I now renew my resolution, and 
call the@previous question upon it, 

Mr. MACE. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

"The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope that the 
gentleman who has proposed that resolution will 
alter it so as to provide that there shall be two 
boxes, and the name placed in one and the nun- 
ber of the seat placed in the other, so that, when 
the name is drawn, the number shall be an- 
nounced. That will provide a much fairer plan 


than that proposed. 


Mr. MILLSON. I rise to what I conceive to 
be a privileged question. 
Mr. JONES. Has the previous question been 


' ordered ? 





The SPEAKER. It has been called, but not 


| ordered. 


Mr. MILLSON. I rise to what I conceive to 
be a privileged question. The Speaker will decide 
whether it be or not; but, as it is essential to the 
maintenance of order, | hope the resolution I 
have to propose will be adopted before the House 
»roceeds to the transaction of any other business. 

he resolution I propose to offer is in the follow- 
ing words: 

Resolved, That the rules of the last House of Represent 


| atives be adopted as the rules of this House until other- 


wise ordered. ‘ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask the gentleman to 
accept of an amendment which is made necessary 
by an amendment adopted during the last session. 








ers 


J hope the gentleman will add to the resolution 
this proviso: 

provided. That notices to amend the rules may be made || 
wader the same regulations as are required for the introduc- 


tion of bills. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. 
ord —— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
resolution proposed by the gentleman from Vir- 
winia (Mr. Mitzson] ts not in order, pending the 
resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Bart. | 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay that 
resolution on the table. 

The question was taken, and the House re- 
fused to lay the resolution on the table. . 

The question then recurred upon ordering the 
main question; and being taken, the main ques- 
tion was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. JONES. LI call for the yeas and nays upon 
the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the resolu- 
tion was adopted. 

Mr. JONES. I hope now that the Speaker 
will have that resolution executed by causing the 
seats to be vacated, and to remain so until they 
are selected by those whose names shall be drawn 
from the box; and I will say to the Speaker that, 
if he does that, it will be the first time that it has 
ever been done under the drawing process. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will endeavor to 
execute the order of the House. 

lhe House then proceeded to execute its order. 
The names of the members, written on separate 
slips of paper, were place d in a box,and as they 
were drawn therefrom seriatim by the Clerk, the 
members, who had previously retired outside the 
bar, ¢ ntered and selected their seats. 


I rise to a question of 


SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 
Mr. NICHOLS. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, and upon itl demand the previous question: 


Resolved, That Adam J. Glossbrenner be declared Ser- 
geant-at-Arms of the Hlouse of Representatives of the 
Thirty-Pourth Congress. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I move 
that the House do now adjourn; and upon that 
motion | demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CamppeLu 
of Pennsylvania, and Samirn of ‘Tennessee, were 
appoint d. 

lhe Llouse was divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 99. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 114, nays 99; as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Coltax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy 
Davis, Day, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, Edie, 
Etheridge, Evans, Flagler, Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, 
Giddings, Gilbert, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Harrison, 
Haven, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, 
Kelsey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Kunkel, Leiter, Lindley, Matteson, Killian Miller, Moore, 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Paine, Parker, 
Pearce, Peltou, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, Robbins, Rob- + 
erts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Sim- 
mons, William R. Smith, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Tho- 
rgton, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Tyson, Underwood, 
Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash 
burne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Welch, Whitney, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth— 114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
He ndley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Bayard Clark, Cling- 
man, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb. Cox, Craw- 
iord, Cullen, Davidson, Dean, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, 
Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, 
Poster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus 
Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Uarris, Herbert, 
Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, 
Humphrey Marshall,Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMul- 
‘in, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Nichols, 
Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, | 
Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
“mith, Sneed, Spinner, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, 
'rippe, Vail, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, 
Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and 
Zolheotier—99. } 


So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
(at twenty-five minutes to four o’clock, p, m.) || 


the House adjourned until to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, m. 
eenesnindinenenpeinn 
House or Representatives, February 4, 1856. 

Deak Sir: | observe in the Globe of this morninga note 
appended by Mr. BaRcLay to his remarks 0, Saturday, in 
which my reply to Mr. A. K. Marsuate, of Kentucky, is 
incorrectly stated. [have this moment conferred with Mr. 
MARSHALL, and his recollection concurs with my own, that 
the following is the substance of his question and of my 
answer: 

Mr. MARSHALL’s question: “ Are you hostile to, or have 


| you ever denounced the American party ?” 


My answer was: * Itis not my habit to denounce any- 
thing—either men or measures ; and | have triends in the 
American party, though not a member of it myself.’ 


Let me request you to publish this note in the Globe of 


to-morrow, 
Respectfully, yours, 


WILLIAM AIKEN. 
Joun C. Rives, Esq. 


' 


Erratum.—Page 333, second column, 3ist line from the 
bottom, for * disagreed to,” read agreed to. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, February 5, 1856. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of S ate, made 
in obedience to law, showing the disbursements 
of that Department during the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of: June, 1855, including the contingent 
expenses of foreign intercourse for the same 
period; which was read, and, on motion by Mr. 
We. er, ordered to lie : 
printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, made 
in obedience to law, showing the names of clerks 
and other persons employed in that Department, 
other than officers of the Army, during the year 
1855; which was read, and,on motion by Mr. 
Wetter, ordered to lie on the 
printed, 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, com- 
municating, in obedience to law, an abstract of 
the returns of the militia of the States and Terri- 
tories, with their arms, accouterments, and am- 
munitions; Which was read, and, on motion by 
Mr. Wex.er, ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed, 

Also, a letter of the Secretary of War, aceom- 


on the table, and be 


table, and be 


panied by seventy copies of the Army Register 


for 1856; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, information respecting the defenses of the 
coast from Mobile to New Orleans; which was 
read, and, on motion by Mr. Cray, ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, copies of the c rrrespondencs be tween the 
War Department and Captain J. F. Gilmer, in 
relation to the application and expenditure of the 
appropriation made by the last Congress for the 
improvement of the Savannah river; which was 
read, and, on motion by Mr. Iverson, it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It will be remem- 
bered, sir, that we had a resolution under consid- 
eration yesterday in relation to the naval retiring 
board, which we expected to take up at half-past 
twelve o’clock to-day. 1 have no disposition to 
interfere with the honorable Senator from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Foor,] who has the floor on a subject 
which is the special order for one o’clock to-day ; 
and as [ have an engagement which requires me 
to leave the Senate Chamber, | move to take up 
the resolution, in order that it may Be made the 
special order for to-morrow, at one o’clock. 

The resolution was taken up, and, on motion 
by Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, it was postponed to, 
and made the special order for, to-morrow, at one 
o’clock. 

FIRE-WOOD FOR THE POOR. 
Mr. CLAYTON. lIask the unanimous con- 


sent of the Senate to introduce and have immedi- 
ately considered a resolution which authorizes 
some expenditure for the relief of the suffering 
oor of this city. The severity of the season has 
een long continued and unexampled; I believe 
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' . . : 
I am told the suffering has been such that in sev- 


eral instances death has resulted from the want 
of the necessaries of life, and particularly fire- 
wood. I offer this resolution ‘ and l suppos the 
mere reading of it will sue¢est the propriety of 


| its adoption, without any further observations 


from me: 


Whereas, the long-continued severity of the weather 
has caused among the poor and destitute of the city of 
Washington an unusual and extreme degree of suffering for 
the want of fire-wood ; 

Resolved, That, under the direction of the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, wood be procured and furnished in smatt and suit 
able quantities, forthe use of such suffering poor and desti 
tute, until the severity of the weather shall abate, not 
exceeding in the whole two hundred cords, to be paid for 
out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I regret very 
much to be compelled to object to the considera- 
tion of the resolution. It seems to me unprece- 
dented to apply the contingent fund of the Senate 
to charities; indeed, | do not know that Ltt comes 
properly within the jurisdiction of the Senate to 
dispense money for such a purpose. Atany rate, 
it seems to me that such an expenditure should 
not come out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 
I therefore ask that the resolution may lie over. 

Mr. CLAYTON. If the Senate will permit 
me, | wish to make a suggestion in reply to what 
has been said by the Senator from \ irginia, and 
then, perhaps, he may withdraw his obj cuon, 
This measure is not unprecedented; it has been 
repeatedly adopted by both Houses—frequently, 
Il know, by the House of Representatives. 1 
believe I could easily refer the or¢ ntleman toa 
precedent in point. If the question of power is 
to be called up, [ will say that the power is that 
which Congress, as the Legislature of the District, 
mustexercise. If the honorable Senator will look 
at the papers of the day, he will see that, at this 
very time, inmost of the State S, re solutions fiving 
relief in places in which the Legislatures are in 
session are now generally adopted. We 
stand in this regard, and in reference to this ety, 
pre cisely as the State Legislatures do to the towns 
where they hold their sessions, and to the people 
of their States. As the suffering is extreme, and 
as the relief is wanted at this moment—in a few 
days it will be too late—I hope my friend from 
Virginia will withdraw his objection to the pres- 


being 


ent consideration of the resolution, and let it pass. 
Its object is to distribute two hundred cords of 
fire-wood to those who are suffering, and [ repeat, 
I have been assured that, in several instances, for 
want of this necessary of life, death has resulted 
to the sufferers by cold, never before equaled 
here, either in intensity or duration. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, if the Senator 
desires it, I will not oppos 
the re solution to-d Lv. but | 
Congress may 
money for such a purpose ;—that is one thing; 
but surely to appropriate it out of the contin- 
vent fund of the Senate must be wrong. We 
have no ri rit to dispose of such subjects by the 


the consideration of 
cannot vote for it. 
have the right to appropriate 


simple fiat of the Senate. On a question of the 
appr@priation of money, the Flouse has a right 
to say something. We can use the contingent 
fund of the Senate for the uses and purposes of 
the Senate, bus for nothing else. If we 
yond this, it becomes a very dangerous fund; the 


OQ be- 


jurisdiction becomes a matter of controve rsy be- 
It seems to me that, in 
the disposition of that fund, it should be confined 
simply to the uses of the Senate for the purposes 


tween the two Llouse 8. 


of legislation and the necessary machinery of the 
Senate itself. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I concur, Mr. President, with 
the Senator from Virginia as to the impolicy of 
appropriating this money, and especially appro- 
priating it out of the contingent fund. That is 
unquestionably a perversion of that fund to pur- 
poses whichare illegal. This money was drawn 
out of the Treasury by law, in pursuance of the 
Constitution, for specific purposes. It is the 
contingent fund of the Senate, to meet its con- 
tingent purposes. It was not drawn for any other 
purpose, nor was it drawn to be expended in public 
charity; and, for myself, | am opposed in prin- 
ciple to the appropriation of the funds of the coun- 
try to provide for local destitution, which ought 
to be provided for, and doubtless can be provided 
for, by this great and wealthy city, and by those 
who visit it. This duty, | admit, falls upon all 


such a winter has never been known here before. || individually, and upon the local government; and 
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we cannot properly appropriate money generally 
out of the Treasury for such a purpose. I say 
the passage of this resolution would be a clear 
denarture from the Constitution, and a perversion 
of a trustconfided to us. This money has been 
drawn from the Treasury by law for specific pur- 
poses, and the resolution seeks to divert it to 
other and different purposes. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Georgia object to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion to-day ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Ido. 

The PRESIDENT. Then it must lie over, 
as a matter of cours . 

Mr. CLAYTON. Will the Senator withdraw 
that objection to allow me to make a remark? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I withdraw the objection for 
that purpose. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The honorable Senator from 
Georgia withdraws for the present his objection, 
in order that | may state my reasons for offering 
the resolution. 1 offer it because such an appro- 
priation has many precedents to jusufy it. ‘The 
same thing has been done over and over again, 
and especially in the other House. 

The objection, as T understand it, which comes 
from the gentleman from Virginia, | Mr. Hunrer, | 
and the gentleman from Georgia, | Mr. ‘loomss, | 
is, that the resolution appropriates money out ot 
our contingent fund. Sir, itis impossible to resort 
toany other fund in order to relieve these sulfer- 
ers. If we have to wait until a recular bill can be 
passed through both Houses of Congress, those 
who are suffering—if the facts are correctly stated 
to me, must die before relief can be furnished. 
"Chis isan extraordinary ease. Such a winter has 
never been known, and such a degree of suffer- 
ing in consequence of it is unexampled. As the 
Senate has drawn without censure from its con- 
tingent fund money for many charitable purposes, 
it will, [ trust, sanction such a resolution as this. 
Why, sir, the Senate paid out of the contingent 
fund all the expenses of Kossuth and his suite, 
when he came here—more than four thousand 
dollars. The native poor are quite as well entitled 
to the charities of this fund as the Hungarian 
could have been to its hospitalities. 

Sir, we are acting as the local Legislature for 
this District, just as the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia would act for the city of Richmond at this 
period; and there, | apprehend, there would be 
no objection and no difficulty in passing such a 
resolution asthis. I know that, when resolutions 
of this kind have been offered, objections have been 
made; but L hope the gentleman from Georgia will 
allow a vote of the Senate to be taken upon it, 
Surely ifthere is a majority of the Senate in favor 
of the resolution, he will let it go. His opposi- 
tion is founded upon principle, in which he no 
doubtsincerely feels as much confidence as I feelin 
the prineiples which I advocate. [have no doubt 
that he is perfectly honest in his opposition to the 
resolution; | am equally so in my advoeacy of it. 
I hope, therefore, that, like the gentleman from 
Virginia, he will suffer a vote to be takef¥ upon 
it, and if'a majority of the Senate refuse to agree 
to it i shall submit. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Very well; IT withdraw my 
objection to the present consideration of the reso- 
lution. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no other 
objection to the consideration of the resolution. 
It is before the Senate for action. 

Mr. CLAY. I moveto amend the resolution 
by striking out so much as provides that the 
money for this purpose be * paid out of the con- 
tungeat fund,’’ and to substitute, instead of that, 
the words, ‘* be paid for out of the per diem of 
Senators in equal proportions.” 

Mr. ADAMS. I second that motion. Letus 
have the yeas and nays on the amendment, 

Mr. TOOMBS. I offer an amendment to the 
amendment. AsI prefer to be my own almoner, 
I move that the expense be paid out of ** the per 
diem of Senators voting for the resolution.”’ 
| Laughter, ' 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. IVERSON. I hope that neither of the 
propositions before us will be passed. Sir, I do 
not think that the Senate has the constitutional | 
power to appropriate money in this way. The | 
distinguished Senator from Delaware says we 
have the same power to appropriate money for an | 
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object of this sort that the Legislature of the State | 


of Georgia would have to appropriate money for 
a similar object in that State, or the Legislature 
of Virginia would have in that State. That is 
not so, according to my understanding of the 
theory of this Government. The Legislature of 
the State of Georgia has the power to doanything 
and everything that is not inconsistent with, or 
contradicted, by the Constitution either of the Uni- 
ted States or of that State. The National Legisla- 
ture of this Government has only the power to do 
that which is granted to it, and not to do every- 
thing that is not prohibited. Now, sir, where is 
the clause of the Constitution which authorizes 
this Government, or this body, to appropriate 
money to furnish food, or clothing, or wood, for 
the poor of this District? if you can appropriate 
the money of the Government to buy wood for 
the poor, you can do it to buy clothing, or food, 
or horses, or anything which may contorm to the 
necessities or luxuries of the people. Where is 
the limit? There isnone. Lask the Senator from 
Delaware if he is prepared to vote fora similar res- 
olution to provide food for the poor oft Baltimore, 
and New York, and Boston, and Richmond, and 
of every other city of the Union? because, if we 
have the power to provide food and raiment for 
the poor of the city of Washington, we have the 
same power everywhere in the United States. 
The gentleman says that Congress has ‘‘ ex- 
clusive jurisdiction’”’ over the City of Washing- 
ton and the District of Columbia. True, sir; 
but exclusive jurisdiction does not carry univer- 
sal jurisdiction. Exclusive jurisdiction is one 
thing; universal jurisdiction is another. While 
Congress is the only power that can exe reise any 
jurisdiction over the District of Columbia, cer- 
tainly we do not claim that that clause of the 
Constitution gives us the power to do anything 


7 


and everything according to the discretion of | 


‘ 
Congress. 


Surely not. 

I think that the proposition which has been 
proposed, by which this resolution is to be 
amended, is better than the original resolution; 
but stil fT desire to know what authority this 
body has to take my money out ef my pocket to 
give it to the poor, without my consent? Sir, I 
have asmuch sympathy for the poor of this Dis- 
trict as, perhaps, the gentleman from Delaware, 
or any other gentleman on this floor, and I will 
go quite as far, in my individual capacity, to re- 


lieve them, according to my means, as any gen- | 


tleman here; but I stand here to legislate for the 
people, and not for myself; and what right have 
, or has any other gentleman, to vote the money 
of the people for the benefit of individual citizens? 
We have, in my opinion, no such right. Imove, 
therefore, to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The honorable Senator put 
some quesuons to me; will he allow me to answer 
them? 

Mr. IVERSON. 
the present. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I-prépose to answer the 
questions which the honorable Senator from 
Georgia [Mr. Iverson] put to me. ‘The honor- 


I withdraw the motion for 


able Senator asked me whether [ would appro- | 


priate money for the poor of Baltimore, New 


York, Philadelphia, Boston, and other cities of | 
the Union, in the same way? Surely not, sir. | 


I stated, when I offered the resolution, that I 
offered it because I considered Congress as the 


peculiar and exclusive legislative body for this | 


District; that the city of Washington was under 
its guardianship and care; and the poor of this 


city are as much under our care as the poor of | 


the city of Richmond are under the peculiar care 
and guardianship of the Legislature of Virginia. 

The howorable gentleman from Georgia seems 
not to perceive the distinction between tie powers 
of the local Legislature for the District of Colum- 
bia and the general powers of Congress. He 
says the Legislature of Georgia would not have 
the power. I fancy the honorable gentleman is 
greatly mistaken in that. I do not suppose that 
the Legislature of Georgia is prohibited, by its 


constitution, from granting redress to their own | 


suffering citizens. 

Mr. President, if I had supposed I should have 
obstructed the business of the Senate with a 
question of constitutional law, occupying so much 


time, | would not have offered the resolution; but 


as | have offered it, | propose to press it to a de- 
cision, and I hope that the Senate will pass it. 
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With regard to appropriating money out of the 
pockets of Senators who are unwilling to aid the 
poor, I suppose, of course, we have no such 
power. Lam quite willing, however, to contrib. 
ute my full share, if other gentlemen will do that, 


to buy this wood. I see no difficulty whatever jn 


doing this. We are becoming more scrupulous 
than the Senate or the House of Representatives 
have ever been before, and I suppose the private 
will turn out like the public charity. The suffer. 
ing, I can assure the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia, is, fromall my information, greater than 
it has ever been before. The call on the human. 
ity of the Senate is greater, at this time, than it 
has ever been before. 

Mr. ADAMS. Ishall vote for the amendment 
to the amendment, offered by the Senator from 
Georgia,[Mr. Toomss.] Ishall, then, if that mo. 
tion prevail, vote for the amendment as amended, 
IT agree with the objection made by the Senator 
from Virginia, that to pay money for this pur- 
pose out of the contingent fund, which was in- 
trusted to this body for its legitimate uses, and 
no other, as | understand it,is a violation of prin. 
ciple. Whatever may be my sympathies for the 
poor—and I trust that I have as much for them 


| as any other Senator on this floor—I will not vio- 


late a principle, as long as I have a dime in my 
pocket to relieve the necessities of those who | 
think are entitled to relief. 

The Senator from Delaware says, that this is 
an extraordinary spell of weather, and that the 
necessities of the poor are very great. That is 
true, sir. But I venture to say that the oldest 
citizen here will tell you also that more efforts 
have been made, more money contributed to- 
wards the relief of the poor, in this contingency, 
than there has been on any former occasion. So 
far as individual appropriations may be con- 
cerned, 1 am willing to go as far as he who goes 
furthest, according to my means; but I am not 
willing to violate a principle in order to reach 
any case, however charitable it may be. I do 
not believe that we have the right to tax any 
member of this body without his consent, any 
more than we have the right to take a portion of 
the contingent fund, intended for the use of the 
Senate, and appropriate it to the poor. There- 
fore, | think the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Georgia is right and proper, thet 
this amount of wood shall be furnished to the 
poor of the city, and be paid for out of the per 
diem of the Senators who vote for the resolution. 

I shall vote against the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware. If the proposed amend- 
ments shall be rejected, [ shall, reluctant as Iam 
to do so, vote against the resolution, because it 
is a violation of law and principle, in my humble 
judgment. The contingent fund is furnished 
tous by the generous confidence of the House 
of Representatives. Without that confidence, 
we could not receive one dollar of that fund. | 
cannot consent to appropriate it to any other 
than the legitimate purposes for which it was 
originally confided to this body. In such a case, 
individual necessity is a matter that I will not 
consider. We may have the right to tax the 
people of the United States for the support of the 
poor of this District, owing to our exclusive juris- 
diction here; and I shall not go into a discussion 
of that matter; but if we have that power, it is 
only by a law sanctioned by both branches of 
Congress, and the President of the United States. 

These are my views. My object in rising was 
to explain the reason why I shall vote for tle 
amendment offered by the Senator from Georgia, 
and then for the amendment offered by the Sena- 
tor from Alabama, [Mr. Cuay,] as thus amended 
If he had not offered it, I should have done so 
myself. It is precisely in accordance with my 
own judgment. 

Mr. WELLER. I think the better plan would 
be to lay this resolution with the amendments 
on the table, and then let us pass a resolution re- 
questing the pages to go round the Senate Cham- 
ber and collect contributions. Letevery Senator 
contribute whatever he thinks he is able to con- 
tribute towards the relief of the poor of this Dis- 
trict. I have no doubt that the statement made 
by the distinguished Senator from Delaware !8 
strictly true, that there is, just now, a vast 
amount of suffering in this city, I amdisposed, 
I am sure, to do everything in my power towards 
its relicf. I shall, then, if the motion to lay om 
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the table succeed, make a motion that the pages 
be directed to pass round the Chamber, and that 
each Senator contribute what he thinks proper, 
and that the fund thus raised be paid over to the 
Sprreant-at-Arms, to be invested in purchasing 
Ww ood for the relief of the poor. 


Mr. CLAYTON. 


in discussing this question than the whole fire- 
wood would have cost. 
| hope that the suggestion of the gentleman from 
California will prevail, and that something will 
be done by us, in the very extraordinary state 
of things that exists around us, for the relief of 
the destitute poor of Washington. I would have 
heen px rfeetly willing to withdraw the resolution, 
for the sake of attaining the object of the gentle- 
man from California, or to lay it on the table, as 
the Senate may think proper, if I could have any 
assurance that private charity here would reader 
the public aid unnecessary. 

Mr. IVERSON. Lrenewthe motion to lay the 
resolution on the table, and I will not withdraw 
the motion. 

Mr. SEWARD. Task for the yeas and nays 
on that motion, not because I have anything ‘to 
say about it, but because | object to the idea of 
having the debate cut off. 

The yeas and nays were ordered: and being 
taken resulted—yeas 24, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Biggs. Bright, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, 
Evans, Fitzpatrick, Hamlin, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, 
Jones of lowa, Mallory, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, 


Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, ‘Toombs, Trumbuil, 
Weller, and Yulee—24. 


THE C 


The Government has lost | 
more money by the time that has been taken up | 


I am, therefore, willing | 
that the resolution shall be at once disposed of. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Benjamin, Clayton, Colla- | 


mer, Fish, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, Houston, James, Pearce, 
Seward, Sumner, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—17. 
So the resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 
CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY. 

Mr. STUART. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the special order, for 
atwo-fold reason: first, that the hour fixed for the 
special order has arrived, and next, because | 
hope that we may do something of the morning 
business after the Senator from Vermont shall 
have concluded his remarks. I do not think it 
would be proper, in justice to him, to dispose of 
the morning business now. 

The motion was agreed to; and 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 


the special order—the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations the letter of Lord 
Jobn Russell, which was communicated by the 
President of the United States in answer to a 
resolution of the Senate. 

Mr. FOOT addressed the Senate at some length. 
A report of his speech will appear in the Appen- 
dix. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I desire to 
offer a few suggestions on this topic; but as you, 
sir, (Mr. Sruarr in the chair,] suggested this 
morning that, after the speech of the Senator 
from Vermont, the Senate might engage in other 
business, and as the Senate has ordered, on the 
motion of the Senator from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jones,] that his resolution shall be the order of 
the day for to-morrow at one o’clock, | move 
that the further consideration of this subject be 
postponed to, and made the special order of the 
day for, Thursday next, at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PETITIONS. 2 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I thank you for 
giving me the floor. Ihad notexpectedit. The 
fact is, sir, these young Americas are terrible 
fellows. They are no believers in the Decalogue. 
They covet their neighbor’s woods. They get be- 
fore us old fogies, and steal away our war thunder; 
and when they get it, they thunder a great deal 
louder than ever we undertook todo. And they 
get before us, also, in smaller matters. They 
Spring up with such elasticity of muscle and 
strength of lung, that they take the floor from us, 
and Poon us from doing the initiatory business 
to which the morning hour is devoted. Now, sir, 

do not intend to ask any immediate action on 
the subject to remedy this state of things. I in- 
tend my remarks rather as hints, which I hope 
will be received with some practical advantage. 
I hold in my hand a considerable file of petitions 
and memorials and other papers, which, till now, 
] have not had an opportunity to present, and I 
ask the Senate to receive them. 








I renew my thanks to you, sir, for giving mea 1} 
| chance to lay them before the Senate. I do not 
care so much about the thunderas I do about this 
rare act of justice. ere) I will say, how- 
ever, that, whoever thunders, clorv in the con- 
dition of our country when | hear such sentiments 
as have fallen this day, and fallen with such elo- 
quence and ability, from the honorable Senator 
| from Vermont, [Mr. Foor.] He said not a word 
that did not meet my hearty concurrence. 
I present additional papers relating to the me- 
mortal of Peter Wager, late a master in the 
United States Navy, who was dropped from the 
service in consequence of the recommendation of 
the late naval board. It is a subject upon which 
I shall not make any remarks. I move that the 
papers be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CASS als» presented 


additional papers 
relatine to the me 


morial of Commander John 8S. 
Nicholas; which were referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Also, papers in relation to the proceedings of 
the late naval board in the case of Jesse Wilkin- 
son, a captain in the Navy, who has been placed 
on the reserved list; which were referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Montgomery Lewis, a 
lieutenant of the Navy, complaining that he has 
suffered injustice in consequence of the proceed- 
ines of the late naval board, by whose recom- 
mendation he has been placed ‘on the reserved 
list, and praying for redress; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Lewis Campan, praying 
that the treaty of August last with the Ottawa 
Indians may be amended so as to provide for as- 
certaining and paying the just debts of those 
Indians; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Afiairs. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Michigan and 
Wisconsin, praying for a grant of land in alter- 
nate sections toaid in the construction of arailroad 
from Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, to the northern 
boundary of that State, and thence to Ontonagon; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, the petition of Stanton Sholes, praying 
for compensation for services rendered, and losses 
and injuries suffered, while in the military service 
of the United States during the war of 1812; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of Jonathan A. Dunning, 
administrator of William Irwin, deceased, praying 
that the amount due him, as an officer in the rev- 
olutionary army, may be paid to his heirs: which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of John Ran- 
dolph Clay to compensation for diplomatic ser- 
vicesat Peru, inthe year 1853; which were referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CASS. I present a memorial which I re- 
gard it my duty to present, and which I consider 
that it is the right of those who have signed it to 
prefer to the Senate. Itisa memorial from some 
of our fellow-citizens who are residents of the 
Territory of Kansas, complaining that, by the 
proclamation of Governor Shannon, they are ex- 
posed to the authorized march ofa military force 
from Missouri, who are committing depredations 
on their persons and property, and praying for 
an investigation into the matter. I move that it 
be referred to the Committee on Territories. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CASS also presented the petition of John 
Johnson and other citizens of Georgia, praying 
for the adoption of measures for the speedy ad- 
justment and settlement of revolutionary claims; 
which was referred tothe Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of John McLean, praying for 
half pay on account of the services of his ances- 
tor, Neal McLean, during the revolutionary war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Lurana Russell, praying 
to be allowed the pay due to Captain Thomas C,. 
Russell, deceased, and Captain Robert B. Baker, 
deceased, for revolutionary services, she being 
their only heir; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionsry Claims. 


Mr. WELLER presented a petition of officers | 
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of the Army, praying for an increase of the com- 
mutation price of the Army ration; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of John H. Seranton and 
James M. Huot, praying for compensation for 
earrving the mail on Puget’s Sound, Washington 
Territory; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JAMES presented the petition of J. Law- 
ton Pratt, praying for compensation for the ser- 
vices of his father, William Pratt, deceased, in 
the revolutionary war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Sarah P. Greene, only 
surviving child of John Parrish, deceased, pray- 
ing to be allowed the commutation pay to w hich 
he was entitled for services during the revolution 
ary war; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. M ASON present d the 
Nones and others, officers of t 
Revenue Marine, servine on 


petition of H. B. 
he United States 
the Pacific coast, 
praying for an increase of compensation; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of W. 


A. Cameron, leeal r presentative of James Bel! 


Chis 


praying the settlement of his account foradvances 


made by him during the revolutionary war; which 
was reterred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. COLLAMER presented a petition of citi- 


zens of Windsor, Vermont, praying for an ap- 


priation for the construction of a court-house at 


that place; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GEYER presented a memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Missouri, praying for a grant 
of land to aid in the completion of the geological 
survey of that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Publie Lands. 

Also, a memorial of the General Assembly of 
Missouri, praying for a grant of land for school 
purposes; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial of the General Assembly of 
Missouri, praying that two per cent. of the net 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands within 
that State may be refunded, and that an additional 
township may be granted to the State for a semi- 
nary of learning; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pubhe Lands. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
rial of the 
lown. 


I desire to present a memo- 
trustees of the State University of 
It issigned by James D. Eads, the supe r- 
intendent of public instruction of that State; also, 
by James W. Grimes, Governor of the State; by 
Lincoln Clark, recently a member of the other 
branch of Congress, and by the other members 
of the board of trust: The 
memorial sets forth, bri fly, that a «rant of land 
was made for the support of this 


university, Which is insufiicient for the purpose, 


es of the University. 


by Congress 


and the present prayer is for an additional grant. 
I ask that the memorial be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 
It was so referred. 
RELIGIOUS RIGHTS OF JEWS. 

Mr. CASS. Mir. President, I have been re- 
quested by our Hebrew fellow-citizens of this 
District to present a petition, asking for an act 
of incorporation to enable them to erect a place 
of worship and to manage the temporalities con- 
nected with it. | understand that the existing 
law in this District makes provision for those 
purposes only in relation to Christian denomina- 
tions. Such a distinction is an act of gross in- 
justice, and, if continued after our attention ts 
directed to it, it would be a disgrace to our juris- 
ywrudence. It would ill become us to cast reproach, 
yy any act of ours, upon the faith of the patri 
archs and wrophets of Israel, to whose keeping, 
for more than two thousand years, were com- 
mitted the oracles of the true and living God. 
Considered in a historical aspect only, the rise 
and progress and fall of the Jewish race consti- 
tute the most interesting and remarkable, and, 
I may add, romantic, episode in the whole annals 
of mankind. The incarnate Savior himself, in 


| his human capacity, was a Jew, and he came, as 


he declared, not to destroy the first dispensation— 
that of law—but to fulfill it by the second dispen- 
sation—that of mercy. His revelation is freely 
offered to all the world, whether Jew or Gentile ; 








358 


and it condemns every kind of persecution and ask the Senate now to give me leave to introduce 


intolerence, whether civil or ecclesiastical. I 
trust that that fell spirit leading to eternal con- 
flicts between the power to inflict and the power to 
endure, will never take possession of the Amer- 
can heart, nor write its cruel and unchristian de- 
in the volumes of American legislation. 

i move the reference of this peution to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

On motion by Mr. CASS, it was 

Ordered, That John Gray have leave to withdraw his pe 
tilion and papers 

On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That Elizabeth Monroe, who prayed for a pen 
sion, ave leave to withdraw her petition and papers trom 
the files of the Senate. 

COMMITTEE REPORT. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
for the relief of John H. Horne; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. ‘The report was 
ordered to be printed. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. DODGE gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill tochange the terms of the district court 
wn the State of Wisconsin, and to give additional 
compensation to the judge of said court. 

A billfor the relief of Anson Dart, late superin- 
tendent of Indian affairs in the ‘Territory of Ure- 

ron. 

A bill to authorize the sale of the Government 
lands at the Stockbridge reservation, Wisconsin, 
and the issuing of patents for the lands in said 
reservation. 

Mr.JAMES gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to reduce the duties on 
imports, and for ether purposes. 

Mr. STUART gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill making a grant of 
land to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Detroit to Lake Superior. 

Mr. GEYER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to provide for the payment to the State 
of Missouri of the two per centum of the net 
proceeds of the sale of the public lands therein, 
Levees reserved under compact with said State. 

A bill making an appropriation to continue the 
improvement of the Mississippi river. 

A bill making an appropriation to improve the 
navigation of the Missouri river. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. STUART, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing bills; which were read twice by their titles, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

A bill making Pe for the comple- 
tion of the piers at the harbor of Monroe, in the 
State of Michigan. 

A bill making an appropriation to complete the 
harbor at St. Joseph, in the State of Michigan. 

A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a harbor at the mouth of Clinton 
river, in the State of Michigan. 

A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a harbor at Black lake, in the State 
of Michigan. 

A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a harbor at New Butfalo, in the State 
of Michigan. 

A bill making an aearemrnsee for the con- 
struction of a harbor at the mouth of Grand 
river, in the State of Michigan. 

A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a harbor at the mouth of South Black 
river, in the State of Michigan. 

_ Abillmaking an appropriation for the construc- 
tion of a harbor at the mouth of the Kalamazoo 
river, in the State of Michigan. 

_ A bill making an appropriation for the construc- 
tion of a harbor at Marquette, on Lake Superior, 
in the State of Michigan. 

A bill for the construction of a harbor at the 
mouth of Ontonagon river, on Lake Superior, in 
the State of Michigan. 

Mr. STUART. I have abill of precisely sim- 
ilar character, which was omitted in giving my 
notices. As the committee sit to-morrow, and as 
1 wish to bring the whole subject before them, I 


crecs 


this bill, although I have not given previous notice. 
By unanimous consent, leave was granted to 


| introduce a bill making an appropriation for the 


construction of a harbor at the mouth of the 
Muskegon river; and it was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STUA RT. M V honorable colle ague yes- 
terday introduced two bills, one for the improve- 
ment of the St. Clair flats, and one for the im- 
provement of the straits of the river St. Mary’s, 
which were not referred, but were placed on the 
Calendar. I ask that they may be ordered to be 
printed, 

The PRESIDENT. 
as a matter of course. 

Mr. MALLORY, by unanimous consent, pre- 
vious notice not having been given, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for 
the construction of a suitable building for the 
United States court at Key West, in the State 
of Florida; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. MALLORY asked, and by unanimous 


That order will be made 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill to pro- 


vide for the construction of suitable buildings for 
a custom-house, post office, and United States 
courts, in the city of Appalachicola, Florida; 


| which was read twice by its title, and referred to 


the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MALLORY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill to pro- 
vide for the completion of the marine hospital at 
St. Mark’s, Florida; which was read twice by its 
tide, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

DEFENSES AT TORTUGAS. 
Mr. MALLORY. 


I offer the following reso- 
lution: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be di- | 


rected to inquire intothe expedieney of providing promptly 


for continuing the construction of the sea fortifications at | 


the Tortugas and Key West. 


Mr. SEWARD. Task the honorable Senator 


| from Florida to allow me to move an amendment 





to include the fortifications in the vicinity of New 
York city. 

Mr. MALLORY. I cannot consent to that, 
because the reasons are not the same in that case 
which would induce the committee to act in this. 


I can satisfy the Senator of that fact at any time. | 


Mr. SEWARD. Then I will 
with the Senator’s resolution. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Turspay, February 5, 1856. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m 
by Rev. Dr. Doceerr. 


not interfere 


Prayer 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 

The SPEAKER stated that the business first 
in order was the consideration of the resolution 
submitted yesterday by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Nicnous.} 

Mr. BOCOCK. I move that there be a call of 
the House; and on that motion I demand the yeas 
and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. The question 


was taken; and it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 8], nays 119; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8. 


Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cad- 
walader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, Dunn, Elliott, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Thofnas J. D. 


| Fuller, Goode,»Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. 
| Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hick- | 





man, Hoffman, Houston, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, 


Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. | 
Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Mc- | 
Queen, Millson, Millward, Moore, Mott, Nichols, Mordecai | 


Oliver, Paine, Phelps, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Ruffin, 


| Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, Shorter, William Sinith, 


Sneed, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Underwood, Walker, 
Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, 
and John V. Wright—8l. 


NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barksdale, | 


Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Boyee, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffington, 
James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra 
Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Col- 


fax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Crawford, Cumback, Dam- | 


rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dur- 


| fee, Edie, Edmundson, English, Faulkner, Flagler, Foster, 


\ 


Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Harlan, Hollo-vay, Thomas R. 
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Horton, Howard, George W. Jones, Kelsey, King, Knapp 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Humphs r 
Marshall, Matteson, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Mor, 
Morrill, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, P 
ton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Powell, Priugle, Purviance 
Puryear, Reade, Ritchie, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Sahin’ 
Sage, Sapp, Seward, Sherman, Simmons, Samuel ‘ 
Smith, Wiliam R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens. 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd. Tratton’ 
Trippe, Tyson, Vail, Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron. 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne,. Seenal 
| Washburn, Watson, Weich, Wells, Whitney, Witla, 


y i] i ~ 
Wood, Woodrutl, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—119 — 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. CHAFFEE stated that his colleague, Mr 
De Wirt, had paired off for two weeks with 
| Mr. Coss, of Georgia. 
| MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate of the 
United States, by Asspury Dickins, Esq., their 
Secretary, informing the House that a quorum of 
the Senate had assembled and were ready to pro- 
ceed to business; and that the Senate ‘had ap. 
pointed a committee to join the committee on the 


ean, 


enning. 


|| part of the Flouse, to wait upon the President of 


the United States and inform him that Congress 
was ready to receive any communication he de- 
sired to make; also, that the Senate had passed a 
| resolution for the appointment of Chaplains for 
| the two Houses of Congress, and had elected g 
Chaplain for the Senate. 

| RULES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to what I suppose 
| to be a privileged question. A motion to choose 
some rules for the government of the House 
would, | presume, take precedence of other mo- 
| tions. 1 move, if it be in order, that the rules of 





|| the last House 0° Representatives be adopted for 


the government of the present, until otherwise 
ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 
of the Chair if the resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Nicnors,]} just before the 
adjournment yesterday, does not come up as the 
unfinished business to-day ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair understands that 
to be the pending question. If objection be made, 
the motion of the gentleman from North Carolina 
cannot now be entertained. 


Mr. WHEELER. I object. 


ELECTION OF SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 
The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 


following resolution, offered yesterday by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Nicnoxs:] 


Resolved, That Adam J. Glossbrenner be declared Ser 
geant-at-Arms of the House of Representatives for the 
Thirty-Fourth Congress. 

Mr. FLAGLER. 
lie upon the table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, - 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 96, nays 108; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Henry Bennett, Ben- 
son, Bingham, Bishop, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffiug- 
ton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Carlile, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coltax, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter 
Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, Fiag- 
ler, Galloway, Granger, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Har- 
rison, Haven, Hoffinan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Kelsey, King, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
Lake, Leiter, Matteson, Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, 
Morrill, Murray, Norton, Paine, Parker, Pelton, Penning- 
ton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Purviance, Reade, 
Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, Stranahan, 
Tappan, Thorington, Todd, Trafton, Valk, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elliihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Whitney, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodwerth—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, 
Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bocock, 
Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Bumett, Cadwalader, 
John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, Bayard Clark, Cling- 
man, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Davidson, 
Day, Denver, Dick, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, 
English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, 
Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, 
Leteher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Me- 
Mullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Moore, Nichols, 
Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Peck, Phelps, Powell, 
Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seott, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Wiiliam Smith, 
Sneed, Spinner, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Tay- 
lor, Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, W alker, 
Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, 
| Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—10°. 


I move that the resolution 


I call for the 











ei 








The main question was ther n ordered to be put, 
rupon the adoption of the 

Mr. PRINGLE demanded the veas and ns Lys. 

“ yeas ind nays were ordered. 

Phe question was then taken; and it was de- 


d in the affirmative—yeas 103, nays 98; as 


resolution. 
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yEAS—Mé Aiken, Allen, Barelay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley = pennett, Billinghurst, Bocock, Bowie, Bovee, 
ranch. Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, 
‘ thers, Caskie, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobn, 
cox, Crawford, Davidson, Day, Denver, Dick, Dowdell, 


Dunn, Edmundson Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Paulkn Florence, Foster, ‘Newcomer J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, Greenwood, Augustus ilail, Sampson W. Harris, 
nas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glane Jones, Ket, Kelly, Kidweil, 
toteher, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Hum 
heow Mi urshi ull. Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxweli, Me Mullin, 
r, Millson, Moore, Nichols, Andrew 


MeQueen, ¢ Smith Milk 
Mordecai Oliver, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Puryear, 


( n. Ready, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
seit, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Wilham Smith, 
S _ Spinner, Ste oe ns, Stewart, oo pe, or ray 
rhurstou, Trippe, — rwood, , Wal Warner, 
\WWatkins. Wells, Whee . Wiliams, Win low, "Daniel B. 


Wrigl t. Jom V. W aan Be Zohlicotl — }().3 
NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Bar our, Henry Ben- 
nett. Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Brad haw. Br ‘nion, Broom, 
Bufington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Carlile, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coltn: 


Conus. Covode, Cragin, Cullen.Cumback, Damretl, Heury 
Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dickson, Dodd, Bu 
fee. Flagler, Henry M. Puller, Gatloway, Granger, Harias 
J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Hoffman, Holloway. Thomas 
R. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Kuewl 
ton. Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, Lindley, Mattesou, Me- 
y. Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Murra 
Norton, Paine, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 
Pike. Pringle, Purviane e, Reade, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, 











Roberts, Robison, Sabin, oo ige, Sapp, Sherman, Simmon 
Stanton. Stranahan, Tappan, Thorin ists n. ‘Todd, Tratton, 
Valk, \ albridge, Waldron, Cadwalader ©. Wasi:burne 


Eilihu B. Washburne, 
Whitney, Wood, \ 


nding the call of the roll, 
Mr. GILBERT stated — he had parire d off, 
mn this vote, with Mr. Cons, of Georgia. 
Mr. Glossbrenner was aa sworn li as Ser- 
-Arms. 
ELECTION OF DOORKEEPER 
Mr. SHERMAN. I offer the 


on; and upon it T demand the previous ques- 


Israel Wash urn, Watson, Welch, 
Voodruff, and Woodworth—9e2. 


following reso- 


Res ?, That Nathan Darling, of the State of New 
York, is hereby declared Doorkeeper of the House of Rep- 
resentatives for the Thirty-Fourth Congress. 


H. MARSHALL. I move to lay that 

resolution upon the table. : 

Mr. LETCHER. 
on that motion. 

Phe yeas and nays were ordered, 

Che que stion was take n; and it was decided in 
the negat ive—yeas o #, Lays 118; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdate, Bell, 


Hendiey S. Bennett, Boecock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Ca 
ruthers, Caskie, Clingman. Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Crawtord, D wids son, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, 
Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. 
D). Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L »» Hi uri. Harrison, Herbert, Hickman, 
Houston, Jewett, - orge W. Jones, J. Glancy ev 
Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Ale 
ander K. Marshall, ies Marshall, Samuel 3. Mar 
shali, Maxwell, MeMutlin, Me Queen, Smith Miller, Mull- 
con, Moore, Mordecai Oliver, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quit- 
man, Ready, Ruttin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, Sew 
ard, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, 
Swope, Taylor, Trippe, Vail, Waiker, Warner, Watkins, 
Wells, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and 
Zollicofter—&7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, 
nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, 


shaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffington, 
Campbell, 
Clark, 


I call for the yeas and nays 


Jarbour, Henry Ben- 

sishop, Bliss, Brad 

Burlingame, James H. 
Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Chaffee, Bayard 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Timethy Davis, Day, 
Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Etheridge, 
Evans, Flagler, Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gil- 
bert, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Haven, Hoffinan, Hollo 

way, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, Kennett, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, 
Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Killian Miller, Morgan. Morriil, 
Mott, "Murray. Norton, Andrew Oliver, Paine, Parker, Pel 

ton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Pur- 
Vianee, Puryear, Reade, Ric aud, Ritchie, Rivers, Robbins, 
Robe: rts, Robison, § Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, 
William R. Smith, Spiune r, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Valk, Wade, 
Me, abridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. 
Vas a e. Israel Washburn, Weieh, Wheeler, Whitney, 
Wood » Woodruff, and Woodworth—118. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. WATSON stated that he had paired off 
upon this vote with Mr. Orr. 

The main question was then ordered to be put, 
be ing upon the adoption of the resolution. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. GREENWOOD demanded the veas and 
nays. : 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The que stion was then tak und de cided in 
the affirmative—yeas 119, nays 85; as follows: 


Y EAS— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour. Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham. Bishop. Bliss 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Bufhagton, Bu ingen 


James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Chat 


i e, 
Bayard Clark, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coliax, Comins, ¢ 

vode, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damret!, Timothy Davis, 
Dav, Dean, Dick, Diekson, Dodd. Edie. Evans, Flagter,. 
Henry M. Fuller. Gallowav. Giddings, Gilbert. Granger. 


Grow, Robert B. Hail, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, 
n, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, 
Kennett, King. Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox. Kunkel 
Lake, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Killian Milt 
Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott. Murray. Nic! 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Paine. Par 
Perry. Pe'ti 





Lioffinan, Kelsey, 


i, 
rots, 
r. Pelton, Pennington, 
. Porter, Pringle, Reade. Ricaud, Ritchie. 


HIN 
ers, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage. Sapp, wer 
man. Simmons, William R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stran 
ahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tyson, t 


derwood, Valk, Wade, Walbridge., Waldron, Cadwalader 
C. Washburne, Elttihu B. Wasthburne, Israel Washburn, 
Weitch, Wheeler, Whitney, Wood, W 
and Zollicotter—tl9 

NAYS—Mess1 Aiken, Allen, Barelay 
Hieudiey S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Branch, 
Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader. Jon P. Campbell, Caruth 
ers. Caskie, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox. Craw 
tord, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, 
Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Fau r, Florence, 
Foster, Thomas J.D Fuller. Goode.G enwood, Augustus 
Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, 
Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones. J. 
Gianey Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lindley, 
I » Humpbrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshail, Max 


Lumpkin 


virull, Woodworth, 


. Barksdale, Bell, 


‘ 


well, MceMullio, MeQueen, Smith Miller. Miilson, Mord 
eai Oliver, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandiuige, Savage, Seott, Seward. Shorter, Samuel A. 
Smith, Wi Hiam Sith, Sneed, Stephens, st Wart, Swop 
Taylor, Trippe. Vail, Watker, Warner, Watkins, Wel 


Winstow, Daniel B. Wright. and John V. Wright—8&5 
The Speaker there up announced Nathan 
Darling duly elected Doorkeeper of the House 
for the Thirty- Fourth Coneress. 
Mr. FLAGLER. I move that the oath of office 
bye doainiah red to the Doorkeeper elect. 
The motion was agreed to. Mr. Darling then 
came forward, and the Speaker proceeded to ad- 
minister to him the usual oath of offie 
ELECTION OF POSTMASTER. 
CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I offera 
tion, Which I send to the Clerk’s desk; and 
upon it I demand the previous question, 
The resolution was reported, 


resolu 


is follows: 
Phat Robert Morris be. and he is hereby, de 


tmasierfor the House of Representatives of the 
Thirty P ourth Congress of the United States, 


Mr. PHELPS 

upon the table. 
“Mr. CAMPBELL. I 
hays upon that motion. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask the ¢ 
Pennsylvania to withdraw the demand for the 
previous question, so that the Hous may have 
an opportunity to select bi 
men who stand as candidates before this body. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
demand. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Missouri to withdraw his motion to 
lay the resolution on the table. This whole mat- 
ter is perfectly apparent, and | propose that we 
allow them to put it through. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If gentlemen are 
disposed to allow the House to test this matt r, 
I presume the gentleman from Missouri will with- 
draw his motion tolay upon the table, if the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, who introduced the reso- 
lution, will withdraw his demand for the previous 
question, until we can move to substitute another 
name. Then he can move the previous question, 
and we can choose between the two candidates. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise 


orde r. 





I move to lay the resolution 


demand the yeas and 


ntleman from 


tween those 


rent . 


i decline to withdraw the 


I believe all discussion is out of order. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken; and decided in 


the negative—yeas 105, nays 108; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Wend 
ley 8S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Brooks, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Ezra Clark, Clingman, Wilhamson R.W. Cobb, Cox, 
Crawiord, Davidson, Day, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Ed- 
mundson, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Fauikner, 
Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Herbert, Hickman, Hoffinan, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, 
Lake, Letcher, Lindley, L umpkin, Mace, Aletander K. 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Max 
well, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Moore, 
Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Peck, Phelps, 


sovee, 


to a que stion of 
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Ruffin, 


Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, 
| 


tust, Sandidge, Savage, Scomu, Seward, Shorter. Samuel 
\. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Tal 
bott. Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Walker, 
Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, Williams, Winslow. 
Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright. and Zollicotfe: 10 

NAY S—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour. Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop. Bradshaw, 
Brenton, Broom, Buthngton, Burlingame, James H. Camp 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bavard Clark, Clawson, 
Coltax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Dam 
rell, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean. Di 
liekson. Dodd, Durfee, Edie, 
Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert 
RB. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hol 
loway,. Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, MeCarty, 
hallian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Norton, Paine, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettu, 


rhe, Purvianes . Ritelne, Robbins, 


eK, 


Evans, Flagler, Henry M. 


, Reade, Ricaud 


Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, Stanton, Stranahan, 
Pappan, Thorington, Todd, Trafton, Twsen, Valk, Wade, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eltihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washin . Watson, Welch, Whit 


ney. Wood, W 


The question re rrin’ on ¢ 


questloil to be now 


niruil, and Woodworth 10k 


rdering the main 
put, it was taken, and de- 
affirmative. 

The yeas and nays were t] 
ordered upon the main questio 


Mr. VALK. | 


I move that the Hlouse do now 
adjourn, 


tr 
The question was put; 
ative, 


cided in the 


en demanded and 


and decided in the neg- 


Phe main question, viz: * Shall olution 


pass ae taken, and decided in the affirm- 
ative—yeas 108, nays 97; as follows: 

YEAS Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bradshaw, Brenton, 


> 
; 

Broom, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewts 
D). Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Conuns, Covode, 
Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis 
Timothy Davis, Dean, Biek, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie 
Fiagier, Henry -M. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison tlarris, Har 
Haven, Hoftlinan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Kuight, Knowlton, Koox, 

Leiter, Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Millward. Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Norton, 
Paine Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry. Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purvianee, Reade, Rieaud, Ritehie, Robbins, Rob 


erts, Robison. Sabin, app. Sherman, Simmons, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring 


Grranger, 


Kunkel, 


page, & 
William R. Smith, Stanton, 
ton, Todd, Tratton, Tyson, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Wat 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Whitney, 
Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—108 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Hend 

levy S. Bennett, Boeock, Bowie, Boyee, Branch, Brooks, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, Jolin P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Clingman, Williamson Rh. W. Cobb, Cox, Craw 
ford, Davidsou, Day, Denvers, Dowdell, Dunu, Edmund 
son, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Bustis, Faulkner, Florence, 
Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas lL. Harris, Hlerbert, Hickman, 
Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, 
Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, 
Himphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, Me 
Mullin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Nichols, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Peck, Phetps, Porter, Powell, Pur 
vear, Quitman, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Scott, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Sneed, Spin 
ner, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, 
Trippe, Vail, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, 
Wiiltams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright 


on 
=!y 


rr 


lhe Speaker ther ae declared Robert Morris 
duly elected Postmaster for the House of 
sentatives of the Thirty-Fourth Congre 

Mr. CA MPBELL, ‘of Pe nosy lvania I ask 
that the oath of office be now administered to the 
Postmaster elect. 

Mr. Morris then came forward, and the Speaker 
proceeded to administer to him th 
office 

ADOPTION OF RULES FOR THE HOUSE. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. There being no resolution 
now pe nding, I make the motion [ atte ra ple d to 
make yesterday; which is, that the rules of the 
last Congress bi adopt d for the government of 
this House until further ordered. Upon the mo- 
tion I demand the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee.’ L ask the gentle- 
man from North Carolina to permit the resolutions 
which I hold in my hand to be read, and if h 
approves of them, he can accept them in lieu of 
the motion which he has offered. 

The resolutions were reports d, as follows: 

Resolved, That the rules of the House of Representatives 
of the Thirty-T re shall be the rules of the presen’ 
House of Representatives, until otherwise ordered. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the 
Speaker, to whom shall be referred the rules of the House 
and who shall have leave to report at any time such ame nd- 
ment and revision of the same as they shall think proper; 
and such report, when made, shall be considered by tie 
House as a special order. 


Re pre- 


usual oath of 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. I prefer my resolution, 
but I accept the modification, if it will be more 
gatisfactory. [Cries of ** No!’?, “ No!’’] 


Mr. CARLILE. I move to lay the resolutions 


upon the table for the present. . . 

Mr. CLINGMAN. As the modification does 
not appear to be satisfactory, | adhere to my 
original resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is to lay the 
resolution upon the table. ; 

Mr. CARLILE. 1 withdraw my motion to 
lay upon the table. d 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs, ‘* Shall 
the main question be now put fo 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I would inquire 
if the gentleman from North Carolina accepted 
the amendment offered by the gentleman trom 
"Tennessee ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
drawn my acceptance, 

Mr. CAM PLELL. I regard the substitute 
offered by the gentleman from Tennessee as very 
important. If the proposition offered by the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina prevails, the rules 
never can be amended short of a two-third vote. 
The rules are defective, and the amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from ‘Tennessee ought to 
prevail, so that a committee may be appointed 
with power to propose amendments to the rules, 
as necessity oceurs for it. I hope, if the amend- 
ment is not accepted, the resolution will be de- 
feated. 

‘The main question was then ordered to be now 

ut. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
nays upon the passage, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. EDIE. 1 mo¥e that the House do now 
adjourn, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit to the 
Chair that such motion is not in order, inasmuch 
as the House has just ordered the main question 
to be now put upon the adoption of the resolution. 
The House has determined that they will have 
the main question now; and no other motion is in 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
that the motion to adjourn is in order at this 
time. 

‘The question was taken upon Mr. Epie’s mo- 
tion; and it was decided in the negative. 

The question then recurring on the adoption 
of the motion of Mr. Ciineman, it was put and 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the rules of the last Congress were adopted 
as the rules of the present House of R&present- 
atives, 

Mr. JONES. The rules of the last Congress 
having been adopted, 1 now move, under them, 
that the vote by which they were adopted be re- 
considered, and that the motion to reconsider do 
lie on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


COMPENSATION TO JOHN W. FORNEY. 
Mr. WHEELER. 


I did, but I have with- 


tion, 


Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund | 
of the House to John W. Forney, late Clerk, in addition to | 


the salary allowed him by law, eight dollars per diem, tor 


the addituional services performed by him from the 3d day | 


of December, 1855, to the 4th day of February, 1856. 
The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that 


resolution, and I think it is not in order to intro- | 


duce it. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 


House to have ordered the main question to be 
put. 


and it was agreed to. 


ELECTION OF PRINTER. 
Mr. BINGHAM, 


previous question, 
ry? > 
The resolution was reported, as follows: 
Resolved, That Oran Follett, of Columbus, Ohio, be, and 


he is hereby, elected to be Frinter for the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Thirty-Fourth Congress. 


Mr. CARLILE. I rise toa point of order. It 
is, that the House cannot declare, by resolution, 
who shall be its printer. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to inquire of the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


I demand the yeas and | 


I offer the following res- | 
olution; and upon it demand the previous ques- 


‘The question was then taken on the resolution, 


I offer a resolution, which | 
I send to the Clerk; and upon it I demand the | 


Chair, whether the resolution is in order, under 
the rules of the House, at this time? 

Mr. CARLILE. 
under the law of Congress which authorizes this 
body to elect a printer, this House cannot declare 
one elected by a resolution. In support of my 
point, I refer to the eighth section of the act of 
Congress passed August 26, 1852, which says: 

* .and he it further enacted, That there shall be elected a 
public printer for each House of Congress, to do the public 
printing for the Congress for which he or they may be 
chosen.’? 

Now, sir, the act, using the word * elected,” 
requires not a declaration of printer by resolution 


—for I hold that would be a perfect evasion of | 


the law—but that an actual vote shall be taken, 


in order that each member of this body may elect, 


by vote, for himself. 


“The SPEAKER. The question raised by the 


eentleman from Virginia is a question for the 
House to determine, not for the Chair. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
move now to adjourn ? 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Then I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

A Member. 
of order raised by the gentleman from Virginia? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
the point of order raised by the gentleman from 
Virginia is a question for the House to determine, 
and not for the Chair. 

Mr. CARLILE. 
the question before the House? 
the resolution on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Smiru] has offered a precedent motion, 
that the House do now adjourn, 

Mr. A. KR. MARSHALL and others demanded 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. FLaGLer, 
and Smiru of Tennessee, were appointed. 

Mr. SMITH. I withdraw the motion to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
motion to adjourn. 

Tellers were asked and ordered; and Messrs. 
Fracier and FLrorence were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
rorted—ayes 98, noes 34, 


I renew the 


Mr. WHEELER ealled for the yeas and nays, | 


but they were not ordered. 
The House thereupon (at three o’clock and 


twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 


Weovespay, February 6, 1856. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
TREASURER’S ACCOUNTS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


Senate a communication from the Treasurer of 
the United States, inclosing a statement of his 
accounts for the third and fourth quarters of the 
year 1854, and the first and second quarters of 
the year 1855, as adjusted by the accounting offi- 


cers of the Treasury Department; also, acopy of | 
his account for the second quarter of the year | 
1854, which did not accompany the accounts for | 
the three preceding quarters, in consequence of | 


not having been finally acted upon at that time, 


table. 
RELIEF OF THE POOR. 
Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I desire to 


offer, for the consideration of the Senate, and to | 


ask its immediate action upon, a joint resolution 


for the relief of the suffering poor of Washington | 


and Georgetown. I yesterday offered a resolu- 
tion, which failed, to take money for the purpose 


contemplated from the contingent fund of the | 


Senate; to obviate the objections made yesterday, 
1 offer this joint resolution. 


before any action is taken on the resolution, I 


| desire to have read to the Senate a letter which I | 


have received from a distinguished physician of 
this city. For that purpose, I send the letter to 
the Chair, and ask that it may be read. 


GLOBE. 


The question I raise is, that | 


| ties are exhausted ; the alims-house is no longer capable 


Is it in order to | 


Well, sir, how am I to get | 
1 move to lay | 


If the Senate will | 
pass it, possibly it may be passed by the House | 
of Representatives at once, and the relief which | 
| lam anxious to obtain may be afforded. But, 








areas, 


The Secretary read the letter, as follows: 


Wasnineton, D. C., February 5, 1958 

Str: Thad the fortune to be in the Se fle merah 
Sir: a ortune to be in the Senate this morning 
and hear your remarks on the necessity of making an 4,” 
propriation for the purchase of wood tor the poor of Wash 
ington; and while [ regret the termination of the affair 1 

beg leave to give you some brief details of the dire need 


| sity of some kindred measure to the one this morning re 
|| jected. : 


I hold the position of city physician of the Ward 
in which [ reside, and must, of course, have an intimate 
acquaintance with the necessities of the poor I am daily 
called on to attend. The degree of suffering has been in 
tense. Many, previously laboring under chronie disteun 
have died from want, while acute diseases have been ge! 
erated in others, Which must end fatally unless aid js fur. 
nished, and that speedily. But very recently I have ? 
starving mother pressing to her breast a starving child 
sad to say, such cases are not uncommon. 


seen a 
> and, 
Private char. 
: ; of 
holding another inmate, and I can see no means (save a 
public donation) to prevent a most frightful mortality 
Praying an excuse for thus trespassing on your time, | : 
most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAM’L A. STORROW, M. p, 


ain, 


Hon. Joun M. CLayTon. 


Mr.CLAYTON. Inowsubmit my resolution, 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate and Sergeant-at-Arng 


7 ‘ . _ || of the House of Representatives ascertain, without delay 
What has become of the point || : 


the cases within the cities of Washington and Georgetoyy 
in which there is individual suffering for the want of {ye} 
during the present extraordinary and long-continued hard 
weather; and that fuel be furnished for the relief of such 
suffering persons in small and suitable quantities, so ag 
best to accomplish the humane object in view 3; and that 
for the accomplishment of this purpose the sum of 81,509 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. . 

The joint resolution was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will not interpose any ob- 
jection to action on this resolution after the ordi- 
nary morning business shall have been gone 
through with; but I must interpose objection to 


\| its consideration until then. 


The PRESIDENT. 


The resolution cannot 


| now be considered, objection being made. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of Har- 
riet L. B. Ruth, praying to be allowed the com- 
pensation due to her son, the late Joseph8. Ruth 
for preparing the magnetic and meteorologica 
observations made at the observatory of Girar 
College, under the resolution of the Senate of thy 
4th of February, 1845, and the order of the Senate 
of the 12th of February, 1845; which was referred 





/ to the Committee on the Library. 
twenty-five minutes) adjourned till to-morrow at || 


Also, additional papers in relation to the clain 
of the heirs of Uriah Forrest, for half-pay, under 
resolves of Congress of 10th of April and 2lst 
of October, 1780; which, with their memorial oa 


| the files of the Senate, were referred to the Com- 
_ mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. TRUMBULL presented the memorial of 
Anna Rice, heir and legal representative of John 


_ Jones, deceased, a captain in the revolutionary 


army, praying to be allowed seven years’ hali- 
pay due to him; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of Mary 


|B. Dusenbery, widow of Major Samuel B. Du- 
ee: late of the Army, who died while in 


the military service of the United States, praying 
to be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Margaret F. Smith, widow 


_ of Assistant Surgeon Samuel B. Smith, who died 


ne en fi '| while in the military service of the United States, 
The communication was ordered to lie on the | 


praying to be allowed a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the memorial of the heirs and representa- 
tives of officers of the Maryland line in the army 
of the Revolution, praying to be allowed the halt- 
pay due under the resolve of October 21, 1/>v, 
after deducting the commutation pay already 
received; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BROWN presented additional papers re- 
lating to the claim of William B. Trotter for addi- 
tional compensation for subsisting and emigrating 
Choctaw Indians; which, with his petition on the 
files of the Senate, were referred to the Commit 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Mr. PRATT. Ihave been requested to pre- 
sent to the Senate the memorial of the Agricultural 
Society of Montgomery county, Maryland, !" 
which they ask that the Committee on Agricul- 
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same committee to submit a motion to the Sen- 


on 
onerous as to prevent their complying with rusian ay aaa the seal of the Department, the ate So print the report of the S cretary of War, 
the request) will investigate the recent recom- | day and year aforesaid. EDWARD CLARK, communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
n ition of Lieutenant Maury with regard to Secretary of State. of the Senate, information in relation te the ex- 
eneral system of meteorological observations PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. penditur s of an appropriation for improving the 
i ference to its application to agriculture. I On motion by Mr. ALLEN, it was Savannah river. : 


therefore move the reference of the memorial to 
that cor ymuttee. . , 7 

Mr. SEWARD. If I remember aright, peti- 

ns of the same nature, which have been pre- 

eented from other agricultural societies, have been 
red to the Committee,on the Library. | 
would suggest to the honorable Senator that that 
committee must therefore have the subject under 
consideration. I may be misinformed, but 1 think 
euch has been the reference heretofore. 
: Mr. PRATT. I asked for the reference of the 
memorial to the Committee on Agriculture be- 
cause the memorialists request it. 1 have no 
preference in regard to the matter. 

Mr. PEARCE. I think some memorial on 
this subject has been sent to the Committee on 
ie Library; but L have not the least objection— 
indeed | would prefer—that the memorial should 
go to the Committee on Agriculture. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

THE NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

Mr. PRATT. Ihave been requested to pre- 
sent the memorial of Samuel Chase Barney, late 
alieutenantin the Navy of the United States, who 
was dismissed by the action of the late board of 
naval officers. ‘The memorial is very carefully 
drawn, and is accompanied by original letters and 
copies of letters from the various officers with 
whom this gentleman has served during his con- 
nection with the Navy. They speak very well 
of his conduct, and Iam sure the Committee on 
Naval Affairs will give it a proper consideration. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PRATT. 


I have also the memorial of 


Ordered, That the petition of Naney Bowen, and the 
petition of Sarah Larrabee, both praying for a pension, be 
severally withdrawn trom the files of the Senate, and re 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Adam D. Steuart, an officer 
in the United States Army, praying for compensation for 
extra services during the Mexican war, and the memorial 
of Alexander Randall, executor of Daniel Randall, praving 
for compensation for receiving and disbursing duties, &e., 
levied in the city of Mexico, during the Mexican war, be 
Withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. YULEE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of F. A. Underwood and H. 
A. Crane, heirs of Jehu Underwood, praying for the con 
firmation of their title to certain land, be withdrawn from 
the files of the Senate, and reterred to th 
Private Land Claims. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. GEYER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize and di- 
rect the settlement of the account of the Bank of 
the State of Missouri for monev advanced for the 
subsistence and transportation of volunteers. 

Mr. CLAY gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill togrant alternate sections 
of the public lands within the State of Alabama, 
in aid of the construction 
within that State. 

Mr. MALLORY gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to improve the 


Committee on 


of certain railroads 


harbor of Appalachicola, in the State of Florida. 


PRINTING OF BILLS. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I introduced two bills on 
Monday, which, having been previously passed 
by the Senate, were not referred to committees, 


but were placed on the Calendar. I did not ask 


The motion was agreed to. 
WILLIAM FOSTER. 


Mr. SEWARD. The Committee on Commeree, 
to whom was referred the petition of William 
Foster, for compensation for certain services 
which he has rendered the United States, find, on 
eXamination, that this petitioner states that during 
the last two years, while he was a private citizen 
of San Francisco, he was induced to make appli- 
cation for the Nicararua Steamship Company to 
have consent to touch at the port of Manzanillo, in 
the Republic of Mexico. He proceeded by their 
advice to that port, and ascertained whether it was 
desirable that it should be opened to the commerce 
of the United States, and thence, with the appro- 
bation of the Nicaracua Steam ship Company, he 
proceeded to Mexico, where he effected an ar- 
rangement with the Government of that R. public 
by which the steamships belonging to that com- 
pany were authorized and permitted to touch at 
that port on their voyages to and from the United 
States, free of any port charges; and then effected 
an arrangement with the company by which they 
concluded to touch at that port. He states that 
by this arrangement one half (being about eight 
millions of dollars) of the which is ex- 
ported from Mexico, and now usually exported 
by way of Tampico to England, will be brought 
by these vessels to the United States. He states 
that he has incurred an expense of between three 
and ! dollars; and he prays that 


specie 


four thousand 
Congress will remunerate him for this expense, 
and may also pay him for the services which he 
has rendered. 

The Committee on Commerce have examined 
these facts, and submit that thy 


services claimed 
¢ ‘ 1 ‘ ? tla r a9 1g Pe ro ae 1" _ ; © et . , , 1 1 . 
Licutenant Junius a. Boyle » who has be en fur for the ir printing, bee ause I supposed they would | to have been rendered are of a diplomatic, and not 
loughe d by the disposition made ot his case by be printed as a matter of course. lam told, how- of a commercial, characte r, and that, therefor: ‘ 
the late naval board, asking that his case may be , ever, that an order is necessary for that purpose. || the subject properly falls within the cognizance 
considered. I find this memorial is very short, | I therefore move that they be ordered to be printed. ’ ) 


and very modestly drawn. From my own observ- 
ation of the gentleman, I am sure that if we have 
to go to war, as seems probable now from the 
belligerent aspect of the other side of the Chamber, 
there can be no officer ef the Navy to whom our 
flaz might be better intrusted. 1 move the refer- 
ence of the memorial to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 
TEXAS LEGISLATURE ON SLAVERY. 


Mr. RUSK presented the following joint res- 
olution, passed by the Legislature of the State of 
rn : ; 
Texas; which was read, and ordered to be printed: 

Joint Resolution. 

1. Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas 
That this State regards the acts of Congress passed in 1850 
admitting California into the Union, fixing the boundary of 
Texas, establishing territorial governments in Utah and 
New Mexico, composing a part of what is commonly called 
the compromise measures Of 1850, as questions fully settled 


The motion was agreed to. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
grant to the State of Florida a preémption right 
to certain lands, and for other purposes; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GEYER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the payment to the State of Missouri 


| of two per cent. of the net proceeds of the sales 


of public lands therein, heretofore reserved under 
a compact with said State; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, in pursuance of previous 


| notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
| bill making appropriations for public works in 


of the Committee on Foreign 
therefore ask that the 
Committee on Foreign 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT BILLS. 

Mr. PRATT, in pursuance of previous | 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bi 
the lnprovems ntof the navigation of the Patansco 
river, and to render the port of Baltimore 
to the war the 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. PRATT. In accordance: with the prece- 
dent set the other day by the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, {Mr. Cass,] as this bill was passed 
by the Senate at the last session, I ask that it 
may be placed on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT. 
sued. 

Mr. GEYER, in pursuance of previous notice 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 


Relations. They 


papers be referred to the 
Ri 


lations. 


acces- 


sibl steamers of 


United States; 


That course will be pur- 


so far as they have relation to the question of slavery ; and the State of Maine; which was read twice by its | provide for continuing the improvement of the 
th at lexas is opposed to any change in those laws affecting title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. | ‘Missouri river; which was read twice by its title. 
their principles on the great national questions wnich have | ‘ 


unhappily divided the northern and southern States of this | 


Union. 

2. Resolved, That the State of Texas regards the remain- 
ing act of the compromise measures of 1850, commonly 
called the fugitive slave law, as a measure of constitutional 
nght and justice to the slaveholding States, essential to their 
peace and the preservation of their rights; and that she 
would look upon the repeal or modification of that act as 
an invasion of her constitutional rights, and a just cause 
of alarm to herself and her sister States of the South. 

_3. That the State of Texas regards the late act of the 
United States Congress, known as the Kansas-Nebraska 
act, whereby those Territories are thrown open to settle- 
ment alike by citizens trom the slaveholding and non-slave- 
holding States, as a measure founded on the true spirit of 
the Federal Constitution, of justice to all parts of the Union, 
and of vital importance to the southern States of the Con- 
federacy, as well as the permanent peace of the nation; 
and while this State utterly opposes the repeal of that law, 
or any modification of its provisions affecting the emigra- 
tion or rights of slaveholders in said Territories, she, in 
common with her sister States of the South, would regard 
such repeal or modification as an invasion of the true spirit 
ot the Constitution of the United States, as sectional in its 


character, and as a just cause of alarm on the part of the 


slaveholding States. 
_ That the Governor cause copies of this resolution to be 
forwarded to each of our Senators and Representatives in 
the Congress of the United States, duly authenticated. 
DePaRTMENT OF State, AusTIN, January 10, 18%. 
1, Edward Clark, Secretary of State of the State of Texas, 
do hereby certify that the above and foregoing transcript is 





REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr.STUART. The Committee on Commerce 
have had under consideration the petition of Os- 
mond Peters, a lieutenant.in the United States 
revenue service, praying that the bounty land 
law of 1855 may be so amended as to embrace 


Also, a bill to provide for continuing the im 
provement of the Mississippi river; which was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. GEYER. 


These bills were passed at the 


| last session; and I now ask that, in accordance 


him and all others who have served in any war | 


of the United States; and have instructed me to 
report back the memorial, and to ask that it be 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, who seem 


| more particularly to have this subject under their 


charge. 
The memorial was so referred. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee 


on Com- 


| merce, to whom was referred the memorial of 
| Wilson & Brothers, merchants of St. Louis, Mis- 


souri, praying for a return of duties paid by them 


| on imported merchandise, which was desiroyed 


by fire while in transilu between the port of entry || 
‘and the port of delivery, have directed me to || 


report back that memorial, with the recommend 
ation that it be referred to the Committee on 
Finance, who already have that subject before 
them. 

The memorial was so referred. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 


7 


I am also instructed by the | 


with the course which has been adopted in refer- 
ence to other bills of the same character, they 
may take their place on the Calendar. 

Mr. STUART. All the bills that were pre 
sented and passed here at the last session, with 
the exception of the single one presents d by my 
colleague, [Mr. Cass,] stand on the same basis. 
That bill was passed by both klouses of Congress 
and therefore my colleague asked that it might 
be placed on the Calendar without a reference. 
It is the only bill of the kiod. All the other bills 
which have been introduced—several by the Sen- 
ator from New York, some by the Senator from 
Ohio, one by the Senator from Maine, and some 
by myself—have all been referred to the Commit- 
teeonCommerce. I suggest, therefore, that these 
bills should take that course. 

Mr. GEYER. I have no objection to that; but 
it was my understanding that all the other bills of 
a similar nature to my own had been placed on 
the Calendar without a reference. 
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Mr. PRATT. With all due deference to the 
Senator from Michigan, {Mr. Srv- 
that would be the better 
ity for referring to a committee 


opinion of the 
ART. | I think 
W ii it 18 the 
bills which have been 
com e, and which have already been passed 
by the Senate by an almost unanimous vote ? It 
is merely ineumbering the committee with super- 
flaous labor, and it is delaying the action of the 
Senate on these bills They were all passed. | 
do not desire that the bill which | have introduced 
shall have a different fat from others; but 1 think 
the proper course in re ecard to all bills ofthis nature, 
which were passed by the Senate and rep yrted 


course, 
necess 


already acted upon by a 


upon by committees at the last session, 1s to let 
them at once go upon the Cale ndar. When th y 
are reached, they can be acted on. IT can see no 
necessity of their being referred. 

Mr. STUART. 1 suppose that this bill, lik: 
all the others, must be referred under the rule, if 
it is insisted upon. LT would inquire of the Chair 
whether that is the fact? 

The PRESIDENT. 
the reference, 

Mr. STUART. I think that, without a vot 
of the Senate preseribing a different direction of 
a bill mtroduced, it must be referred to a com- 
mittee, 

The PRESIDENT. 
The disposition of it is in the power of the Sen- 
ale, 

Mr. STUART. I do not desire 
any discussion on this subject; but I cannot 
forget the fate of the measures of last year. 
After one or two measures of this character had 
been passed by the Senate, (and I think the 
very bill introduced to day by my honorable 
friend from Maryland [Mr. Prarr] was one of 
them,) the Senate recommitted every other bill, 
standing upon the same footing precisely, to the 
Committee on Commerce, and instructed that 
committee to bring in a general bill toembody the 
whole. Now, sir, bills which are thus placed on 
the Calendar at once, as every Senator knows, 
take precedence. ‘They come up, as they did last 
year, first in their order, and they are passed 
without objection; but when our bills come up, 
the Senate will raise a ery, and they will be re- 
committed to the Committee on Commerce, with 
instructions to put them in a shape in which it 
is known they cannot become alaw! I do not 
propose to be caught in that difficulty again; | 
therefore make the motion—and I do not under- 
stand that the Senator from Missouri {Mr.Geyer] 
objects to it—that these bills be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce which has charge of all 
the bills of last year, except the two or three 
which have been otherwise treated, 

Mr. GEYER. [did notintend thata direction 
should be given to these bills different from that 
which has been given to others. If other bills 
have gone to the Committee on Commerce, | have 
no objection that these bills shall be so referred 
also; but the honorable Senhtor is mistaken in 
suppesing that these bills were referred to that 
Both bills which 
f have had the honor to introduce passed the 
Senate then without any reference. They were 
placed on the Calendar. They were among the 
last that were reached, and they were passed 
without an objection. Ido not, however, object 
to the reference, - 

Mr. PRATT. I do not recollect, as the Sen- 
ator from Michigan does, the action of last vear. 
According to my remembrance, at the session 
betore last, or in the early part of last session, a 
general bill was before us by which various ap- 
propriations were made, and the President vetoed 
it; and after that veto came in, Senators having 
eharge of such bills as they believed the Pres- 
ident could constitutionally sign introduced them 
s wurately, and they were passed separately. 
the bill which [T have introduced to-day was 
brought in se parately at that time, after the Pres- 
ient had sent in his veto message, as it was be- 
ved that it did not come within the scope of 
lat Message, and it was passed by the Senate, 
as Was the billintroduced the other dav bv the 
honorable Senator from Michigan, {Mr. Cass.] 

Mr. CASS. The bill which L introduced was 
passed by both Houses. 

‘ir, PRATT. But so far as our action now 
is concerned, there can be no distinction drawn 
between a bill which has been passed by both 


The Senate may direct 


Notas a matter of course, 


to enter into 


committee at the last session. 


it 
hi 
t! 


year, 


Houses and one which has been passed by only 
House. The only reason why a bill which 
passed should not avain be referred Is, 
that the body has acted upon it. If the Senate 
has acted on a bill, it is perfectly immaterial, in 
regard to the question of reference, whether it has 
been considered at all by the other House. The 
reason why the Senate should dispense with the 
reference is, that this body has already passed on 
it. L know that my bill will go to the House after 
it has passed here, and they may properly refer 
it, because it has not been*acted on there. 

Mr. STUART. 1 can assure the honorable 
Sepator that | am correct. The teachings of that 
day made much too strong an impression on my 
mind to be forgotten. JT had prepared a bill for 
the improvement of the harbors upon the lakes, 
which proposed to appropriate an amount of 
money in gross for each lake, to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of War ac- 
cording to his diseretion. That bill underwent 
discussion here , was objected to, and was rejected 
by the Senate on the ground that they would not 
confer that discretion. Several Senators then in- 
troduced propositions for specific appropriations 


oie 


has been 


upon those lakes; and the result of the proceed- 
ine was, that the Senate recommitted the whole 
subject to the Committee on Commerce, with in- 
struction to brine in ageneral bill making specific 
appropriations for each object. 

1 am not in error about the history of that trans- 
action. The consequence was, that the single 
bills, which had stood upon the Calendar and had 
preference, were passed by the Senate, while the 
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taking up the resolution. The Chair hears no 
objection. The question now is on the Postpone. 
mem, 

The motion was agreed to. 


NOTIFICATION OF ORGANIZATION, 
Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, the joint com. 


mittee appointed to wait on the President of the 


| United States and inform him of the organization 


\| cities would be. 


vreat subject in which we of the northwest were | 


interested, Was put in a shape in which it was 
compelled to sleep. Now, sir, we may meet that 
If these bills are permitted to go on 
the Calendar, taking precedence, being passed 
without objection by us, when the subject of the 
northwestern lakes comes up, we may meet with 
the same fate, and have all our single bills, as 
they stand here, recommitted with the same in- 
structions that were given to the committee last 


fate again. 


Then, sir, there is an objection togiving to cer- 


| tain sections of the country, and to certain objects, 


a priority which they are not entitled to. As 
I] said, | think the Senator from Missouri is 
entirely right fn yielding to my request; but the 
Senator misapprehended me in supposing that I 
said his bill or, bills for similar purposes had been 
recommitted last year. [did not intend to say 
that, and I do not think that I did say it. I 


| merely said, that the subject of northwestern lake 


appropriations had taken that direction. I hope 
now that the Senate will conmmit all these subjects 


| to the committee, and let them come regularly 


motion of the Senator from Michigan, to refer | 


before the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
the bills introduced by the Senator from Missouri 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ORIGINATION OF APPROPRIATION BILLS, 
Mr. HUNTER. 


mittee on Finance, which Was laid over at the re- 
quest of the Senator from New York, [Mr. Sew- 
arp;] | hope it will be taken up, and acted upon. 
It is important that the Committee on Finance 
should know whether the Senate mean that they 
should prepare the general appropriation bills or 
not. We oucht to know it at once. 
Senate will take it up, and decide the question. 
Mr. SEWARD. I shall desire to express my 
views on that subject when the resolution comes 
up to be acted upon. 
would come up to-day. There is a special order 
for to-day at one o’clock. I shall wa 
better prepared to-morrow. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


ready. 1 
Mr. SEWARD. To-morrow. 
The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Virginia submit a motion ? 
Mr. HUNTER. There is a special order for 


to-morrow at one o’clock, and I move, therefore, 


I would be elad if the Sen- | 
ator from New York will indicate when he will be | 
It is delaying the business of the Senate. | 


The day before yesterday 


I hope the | 


I did not expect that it | 
'| the public Treasury, which runs in cold weather 
eavor to be || 
| here to take care of their own poor is, from that 


that this resolution be made the special order for | 


half-past twelve o’clock to-morrow. 
Mr. SEWARD. Very well. 
The PRESIDENT. ‘The first question is on 


of the two Houses of Congress, have performed 
that duty, and received for answer that at present 


he had no further communication to make, 


RELIEF OF THE SUFFERING POOR, 

The joint resolution, (S. No. 2,) introduced 
this morning by Mr. Ciayron, * for the relies 
of the suffering poor of the cities of Washington 
and Georgetown,’’? was read the second time: 
and, on motion by Mr. Crayton, the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole 
consider it. 

Mr. RUSK. I would suggest to the honoral)|p 
Senator from Delaware, that this resolution jp. 
OSES a very onerous duty on the Sergeant-at- 


» wo 


| Arms of the Senate and of the House of Ri pre- 


sentatives; such a one as they are not perhaps as 


| well qualified to discharge as the Mayors of thes» 


They would have to get the in- 
formation in regard to the poor, which would be 
very onerous indeed. Whatever relief is given 
should be given promptly. The information, | 
presume, is already in the Mayor’s office. Atal 
events, he has better means than these two officers 


| who are constantly engaged here, of making a 


proper distribution of this money.  Itstrikes me 
that, if the appropriation should be made, it should 
be placed at the disposition of the Mayors of the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I have not the slightest 
objection that **the Mayors’’ should be substituted 
for these two officers. I understood that they 
were willing to attempt to discharge this duty, 
and that they supposed themselves capable of 
doing it; but, as my friend has suggested the 
Mayors of these cities as proper persons, L accede 
to his proposition. I hope the resolution will be 


| amended in that manner. 


Mr. RUSK. I do not offer any amendment to 
the resolution; I only make the suggestion to the 


mover. 


Mr. CLAYTON. Lam perfectly content that 
it shall be so amended. I therefore make a mo- 
tion to that effect. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr.'TOOMBS. Lhope that this resolution will 
not pass. Itis avery ungracious thing to oppos: 
so small a matter in the Senate; but, believing that 
it is utterly opposed to principle, and bad in its 


| tendency, I will, very briefly, give my reasons 


for my opposition to it. 

It is a very bad business, I think, for this Gov- 
ernment to take charge of the administration of 
public charity; and there is no reason for it in this 
ease. The city of Washington is very amply 
sufficient, I presume, to take care of its own poor, 


| with the aid of private charity, which, I hope, 


will be adequate to all ordinary cases. If it is 


| not true, it is a scandal and disgrace to the city. 
there was a resolution reported from the Com- || 


the purpose. 
| tration of aid to the poor has been, that every dis- 


There is a great deal of property here which might 
properly be taxed by the local government for 
The general rule for the adminis- 


| trict, township, and city, should take care of ils 





| own poor. ! 
/ common law, and I know of no burdens on this 


hat is a rule which is as old as the 


city which make it ineapable of giving sufficient 
aid to its own poor. Any financial embarrass- 


'| ment, growing out of the present severe weather, 
is probably less felt here than in any other city 


in the Union. Itis fed by astream running from 
as well as in warm. The ability of the people 


circumstance, just as good in winter as in sum- 
mer. It is wrong in principle for Congress to be 
administrators of public charity, more especiall? 
when this city is perfectly adequate to do so for 
itself. It is violating a principle as old as the 
common law. The other people of the United 
States take care of their poor. New York and 
Boston make provision for theirs; New Orleans 
and Nashville for theirs; and the people of Wash- 
ington should take care of theirs; and their cor- 
porate action, with the aid of private charity, 
ought to be sufficient. The Government ought 
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Ba viaw! 


5 sae 


Ei Fee 


this. 


do 


for asystem under which men will clamor | 
i this Capitol for the distribution of corn | 


“HLTAMLIN. Mr. President, 
y with what has fallen from the honorable 
» from Georgia; but, in addition to what 
has said, inasmuch as I am com- 
to vote as he indicates he will vote, against 
solution, | desire to state an additional rea- 


Spy 


senator 


S|! 


I dowkt not it is the entering | 


| 


j 


I coneur cor- 


whieh, with me, is imperative. I do not 
ose to argue the question; [ propose to go | 
,discussion; I simply propose to state the 


, without any argument, which will abso- 
V control my vote. | believe we have no 
the Tre asury of this Government for 
urpose of bestow ine alms upon the unfortu- 
wate poor of this District; and, with that belief, I 
it vote for the resolution, however prompted 


on 


tto use 


| may be to do so by the feelings of my own 


CLAYTON. Ithink that, when the reso- 

» was introduced this morning, many gen- 

n now In attendance will reme mber a le tter 

ilread. I yesterday stated that the suffer 

in this city was suc h coe | had been wel 

sured that any persons had died from want. 

This morning, on pre esenting the resolution, a 

rfroma distinguished physician of this p 

addressed to me, was read; and, it was not 

heard by all the me mbers of the Senate now pre- 
sent. L beg leave to read it over again. 

(it was read as given above. | 

This coneurs with all the information T have 
had on the subject. I have nothing more to Say. 
If the thus made to the humanity of the 
Senate is insufficient; if they should judge that 
no measure of relief is due to those persons who 
are starving and dying withina few hundred yards 
of the Senate Chamber, I must submit. T have 
done all I can. 

The joint resolution was re porte d to the Senate 

s amended, and the amendment was concurred 
i : ell the question was stated to be on ordering 

joint resolution to be engrossed and read the 
hird time. 

Mr. CLAY called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
tion is taken, I beg leave to say a few words. I 
intend to vote for this resolution, though lam 
not much given té legislative gratuities. Itis very 
true, as the Senator from Georgia (Mr. Toomss |] 
has said, that the people of this city derive their 
chief means of support from the public treasury, 
fron mm which so many of them are paid for services 
in the public employ ment. 


t 


a] 
i 


lace 


as 


appr al 


most of them are so supporte d, for the ¢ ity 
s but little trade beyond that of the merchants 
and mechanies w ho supply the wants of the rest of 
the community. In all that there is no reproach. 
itis the natural result of founding a city merely 
eatof Government. There is some accu- 
ated pr ‘operty here, it is true; but that is pretty 
vily taxed for other purposes 
(he General Government is a very large pro- 
ir, but pays no taxes, and of the 
burden of the city’s support falls more heavily 
upon those private citizens who do own property. 
1 am afraid that the charity of individuals is not 


for the s 


course 


Mr. President, before the ques- 


Diree ily or indirectly, | 


adequate to the relief of the many sufferers in | 


= season of extraordinary rigor; and I regret 


to hear that the city government has declined to | 


make an appropriation similar to that now pro- 
posed, 

Thete is, I believe, an unusual amount of des- 
titution and avery great degree of suffering among 
the poor in the city atpresent. I think, too, that 


there are more of the ve ry poor in the city at this 


season than are usually ‘found in other cities of 
equal pr opulation. 

The resolution proposes to contribute a small 
gratuity for the relic f of this destitution. I shall 
not inquire into our constitutional authority to do 

this, because the instances of gratuitie Ss by one or 
both Houses of Congress aré so numerous, and 
have been so ge nerally sustained, that it seems to 
be « ee unnecessary 

We cannot fail to remember many cases the 

merit of which was not comparable to that in the 
pi sent instance. In some cases, probably, the 
nate upon sober reflection would say there had 
“en no merit at all. 
{think there was no difficulty in paying a bill 
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of about 44,000 for brandy, wins 

Kossuth and the Hungai 

him. 
Congress on 


&e 


.Seerars, 


ian tail he 


, for 
brought with 
an earlier ocrasion did not hesitate 
to vote a kuree sum of money —$50,000 I think— 
for the rehef of the 


sufferers by the earthquake at 


AAC AT 
Caraceas. This was in Mr. Madiso “a time, 
and had his sanction, [ believe. Atevery session 
we vote gratuiti s of one kind or another to se ne 
one who has not the shadow of a legal claim unon 
us. at ope of our messengers dies, It is not unu- 
sual to pay his funeral expenses, and vote to his 
widow a portion of his salary not earned. Wr 
pay to gentlemen claiming seats in Congress, but 
without valid title, and sometimes without any 
title that ean be pereeiy d, rratuities in the sh pe 
of pay and mileage. ‘The poliey which prompts 
this docs not make the pay less a cratuity. This 


is only a eall of eharitv, but T shall 





vote for it; 
and if it shall net pass, the Senate, I hope, will 
bear it in mind hereafter when the many pro- 
jt ets which will surely be broucht before us for 


riving away the public money 
vof of 
| hone we 


1 : 
ited the claims upon our charity 


Y without pretense 
of lecral claim, or pre constitutional rivht, 


shall be aeted 


sider how 


upon. shall thene n- 


we tre ' 
of the destitute and suffering poor. 
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I 
subject had been brought up in 
way than that by 
here. | ki 


ware has 


wish this 
almost any other 
which it makes its appearance 
mv honorable friend from Dela- 


as much intelligence and as much inform- 


ow 


ation upon this subject as any other member 
of the Senat but the last way to eet ata meas- 
ure of this kind ts upon the motion of one of the 


members of this body, relying upon ceneral state- 
ments, as must ne : : 
‘ha resolution 
Now, sir, if th 


fore us by a petition, me 


? 
eessal ny 
} prom 


ifter he 
had hee Nn 


come in to fortify 
su ses It. 


brought he - 


is Subject 
; moral, resolution, or 
city 
perf etly 
Liow do Ll know that 
the obj cts contemplated 
by the lam ealled on to vote $1,500 
without estimate, without knowledge, upon the 
simple arbitrary insertion of that amount in the 
resolution offered by the honorable Senator from 
Delaware. ; 


I do not know that 


some public expression of opinion from the 
aa 

of Washington, | should 
willing to rr spond to it. 


§1.500 Is 


have lye en 


adequate for 


resolution ? 


I have any constitutional 
scruples upon this subject. If I had, I think they 
might have been washed out long by the 
appropriations by the Senate and the House of 
Representatives to furnish water for the city of 
Washington. Ido not know that [ shall refuse 
to vote for the resolution; but | must say, that 
we are called on to vote upon it without intelli- 
gence,and without the common information upon 
which any man would administer his private 
charity. “ifteen hundred dollars to be distrib- 
uted! I wit answer for it that there will be many 
et s abont the $1,500, as to who shall have 
wood and who shall not have wood; and at last 
it will be frittered aw: ay W ithout doine any a: 
except the offering of sentimental philanthropy 
on the part of the Senate. If itis to be adminis- 
tered, let it be administered by a trustee—by the 
corporation of Washington. I avree, thorough ly, 
with my friend from Georgia as regards one re- 
mark, that if you undertake to make this a dis- 
pensing office of corn and oil, wood and water, | 
hardly know of anything which will be beneath 
it, except Espy’ s power of 
clouds to rain in one place, and leave dry weather 
in another place. I obje et to the whole thine. It 
is a wrong pre code ‘nt in itself. I donotsay lam 
not competent to do it; but put the competency 
on this ground, that we are in the habit of show- 
ering out upon the rich all that they ask, and the 
money of this Government is absolutely given to 
make the rich richer and the poor poor — 
have no difficulty on that subject, because I hold 
that the treasury of the country had better be 
exhausted as soon as possible, and I think itis as 
well to exhaust it in this way as in any other: 
but I do not like to vote to exhaust it without 
some estimate and some aid to intelligent in- 
formation on the subject. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have a few words to say in 
reply to what was stated by my friend from Mary- 
land, [Mr. Pearce.] I think he is wholly mis- 
taken in reference to the position of this Govern- 
ment towards the District of Columbia. The 
appropriations which have been made for it are 


agro 


: ) 
comm iunding the 
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very laree nd tnxat yf its people is! 

it must be squandered This Ge romen < 
its avennes, and f shes a l to pr by 
eity. The uses for taxation are certainly ein 
this city than mm anv other city } t { ted 
States with which j imi acquatnt d I} Ceov 
ernment does more for it. Other cities heht their 


own streets: n®ke therr own ave 


ihnorove 


ind pave their own streets; but here nearly every 
th . of that sort 18 done by the Gov rnomiermrt 
The charge a rthe poor ts a levitimate 
and just charge on the ecanital of the eity bhey 
use this labor to build their houses, and rent thos: 
houses to me and to others: and now the support 
of those who furnish that labor isa legitimats 

on the capital which employsthem. Htisa pr 
ciple whieh has bee ne stablishe d for ecentur ’ 


thea dministri ition of aid to the poor. 
adopted throughout all the 
i 


It has bee n 
United States. It 

an unjust principle, that you should take ont of 
the common fund to provide for the poor of Waslr- 
ington, When the public, in every 
subdivision of the United States, 
own poor. Therefore, I say it is wrong 


political 
their 
In prin- 


other 


support 


ciple, and cannot get my support 
Mr. ADAMS. Ihave no r 


tions of this sort, of 


coll ection 


, on ques- 
differing with 


mv fn 


from Georgia, exes pt on the present oecasion 
Yesterday [ agreed with him most fully in his 
views on this subject; to-day [ differ from him. 


I was oppose d to the resolution of yesterday 
the reason which I then stated, that it proposed 
to pay for this fuel out of the contingent fund, 
which was intended for other purposes. I agree 
with the Senator South Carolina, that if 
Congress has power to furnish water for the 
Congress has power to furnish a little w 
the poor when they are free This reso 
is unexceptionabl that ground. It 
the s President of the 
For that reason | shall vote for it. 


for 


from 
rich, 
ood to 
zing lution 
on requires 
United States 
I voted against 
for the District 
avenues, furnis 


iunction of the 


mm ide 
of Columbia, makine their 


appropriations heretofore 
| 


! 
ning 


them with heht, givine them €500,000 for water, 
the effeet of introducing whieh will be to im 
prove the value of the property of the rich. I 
cannot, however, refuse this relief under present 
circumstances, Although this may not be thre 
precise amount that is necessary, it Is cert ainly 
hot more than is required by the cireumstances 


surroundme us at this time. I shall therefore 
vote for this resolution. 
Mr. CLAYTON. The honorable Senatar 


from Georvia is not able to perceive; he says,any 
reason Why charity should be administers d by the 
Congress of the United States, acting within its 


legitimate powers as a Legislature for the District 
of Columbia, to the City of Washington, mor 
any other city: and he cannot ser 


than to why, 


after all the donations that are made in the shape 
of heht and water, we should go on and now giv 
to the poor. Mr. President, let the honorabl 
rentleman reflect but a moment upon the cause 
which brings these laboring poor within this 
District and this city. Almost all these sufferers 
are persons who have been invited here by the 


(Lovernment for the ] of constructing great 
works now in pre an ss under the autneny of tl 

Government—additional buildings to the Capitol, 
public buildings, and the water-works of 
You have invited and brought them 
hundreds upon hundreds of them, and after 
bringing them here upon the people of 


yurpose 


ol her 
this city. 
here, 
this city, 
to do your work, you turn round and tell the 
citizens of Washing that they the 
men who ought to dian nse charity to these people 


erton alone are 


whom you have brouzht upon them. Is that just? 
Is it fair? I say that the people of the city of 
Washington ought not, in justice, to bear the 
burden of ail those paupers who have been 
brought here, I re pea’ again, for your purposes, 
and at your invitauon. But I do not want to 
consume the time. lam anxious fora vote. d 
will say no more. 

Mr. CLAY. I shall vote against this resolu- 


tion; but | wish to say a word or two in reply to 
what has just fallen from the Senator from De!l- 
aware, [Mr. Crayton,] and the from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Apams.] The Senator from 
Delaware says that we invited these 
and, from the tenor of his remarks, | imply 
he regards it as an act of treachery on the} 

Congress now not to provide for them. Invited 
them here, What was the 


Senator 


“ upl here 


sir! purpose of tisei 
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coming here? They did not come upon the in- 
vitation of Congress to perform public service, 
but they came to receive the rewards for their 
Inbor; and it appears to me to be utterly absurd 
to say that they came here on the invitation of 
Congress. Theycame, I presume, because they 
could find better rewards for their labor here 
than else where. 

The Senator from Mississippi says he can vote 
for this resolution with as much propriety as he 
could vote for an appropriation for bringing water 
into theecity. I did not vote for that proposition; 
yet Lean see avreat difference betwe: 
W ati r is necessary for the protection of the pub 
hic buildings; it is neees iry for the health and 
comfort of the public offiecrs here; and it was 
upon these grounds that many Senators voted 
for the bill making an appropriation for the water 
work 

{ concur fully in what was said by the Senator 
from Georgia, {Mr. Toomss.] 1 look on this 
measure as one bad in principle, and vicious in 
practice. I have heard no Senator avouch any 
constitutional authority for it. ‘They all shirk 
that question; but the y cite us to pr cedents, and 
at the same time that they cite those precedents 
they concede that they were bad. [ think the y 
furnish a strong argume ntagainst this resolution. 


n the two, 


They show us, by the tenor of their argument, 
that it will in future b quot d for similar acts on 
the part of this Government; and what will be 
the effect of it? It will notonly exert a very per- 
nicious influence on the legislation of Congress, 
but, also, in my opinion, on the charity of the 
people of Washington. It wall induce 
acts by successive Congresses through all time; 
it will be tendering a bounty to paupers; if 
will be converting the city of Washington inio 
an asylum of charity: and it will harden the 
hearts, and tle up the purse-strings of the capital 
ists of this city. So far from regarding this city 
us the « special obj etof the charity of Congress, 


simular 


] think it has smaller claims on our charity than 
nuy other city in the country; because, as has 
been well remarked, we have exempted them 
from heavy taxation to which other cities are 
subjected; we have provided them with light on 
all their avenues; we have paved their streets; 
and we now propose to furnish them with water; 
end because we have done this, because we have 
disbursed the public treasure bountitully among 
them, we must, forsooth, go further, and provide 
for all their poor! Sir, 1 sympathize with the 
feeling that animates the Senator from Delaware 
in offering this resolution, and I am as willing to 
contribute out of my own purse as liberally, in 
proporuion to my means, as any other Senator, 
to relieve the necessities of the poor; but | do not 
feel that | have any constitutional right to disburse 
the public treasure in charities; and hence I shall 
Vote against this resolution. 

‘The yeas and nays were taken on ordering the 
jot resolution to be engrossed for a third read- 
Ing, with the following result—yeas 28, nays 21; 
as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Ben- 
jamin, Bigler, Bright, Brown, Clayton, Collamer, Critten 
den, Dodge, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, 
James, Jones of Tennessee, Pearce, Rusk, Seward, Sum 


ner, Thompson of Kentucky, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, 
and Wright—-2s. 


NAYS -—~ Messrs. Biggs, Butler, Cass, Clay, Evans, Fitz 
mtrick, Hamlin, Hunter, Iverson, Jones of lowa, Mallory, 
Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson 
of New Jersey, ‘Toombs, ‘Toucey, and Yulee—2I1. 

So the joint resolution was ordered to a third 
reading. It was read the third time and passed. 
CHIEF JUSTICE RUTLEDGE. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I rise for the 
purpose of presenting a resolution which I wish 
to preface by a few remarks. The fact has been 
brought to my attention by two of the judges of 
the Supreme Court that, whilst there are in the 
court-room marble busts of Chief Justice Jay, of 
Chief Justice Ellsworth, and of Chief Justice 
Marshall, there is none there for Chief Justice 
Ruiledge, of South Carolina. Why a bust of 
Chief Justice Rutledge has not been placed in the 
court-room Lecannot say. It may have been on 
account of indifference on the part of his country- 
men. At any rate, the fact hat it has not been 
placed there has been brought to my attention 
under circumstances which impose it on me, as a 
duty to his historical reputation, to ask that the 
Senate will make an appropriation to procure such 
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a bust—a bust that will be but an ostensible rec- || 


ognition of the verdict of history; or, I would 


rather say, what the verdict of history should 


have awarded without any direct appeal to her 
justice, q 

Chief Justice Rutledge was no ordinary man. 
Perhaps there were few men in this country, 
North or South, East or West, who acted so 
distinguished a part in the Revolution as John 
Rutledge. Sir, he who had the concurrent testi- 
mony of General Washington, Patrick Henry, 
and the well-tried judgment of General Greene— 
he who made an impr ssion on the history of his 
After 
ointment to the bench, he presided and 
cave three or four judgments; but, before he was 
confirmed by the Senate, God, in his prov idence, 


countryv—1s entitle dto some of its honors. 


his apt 


in some measure deprived him of the power of 
sittine on the bench; but that was not the reason 
why his nomination was rejected by the Senate. 
It was rejected on the ground that he resisted and 
opposed Jay ’s treaty. At the time when the Fed- 
eralists were in power, he was denied what, under 
s, would have been awarded 
to him asa matter of historical judgment. He 
was denied, under party influence, that which, in 
my opinion, justice demands as due to a proud 
speech and an unsoliciting ambition. He trod 
the path of duty without looking to the right or 
the left; he acted the part of an original; and, 
throughout his whole life, disdained to perform 
the part of subservient subordination. He was 
one of those who made a record, and not one of 
those who looked to the record made by others; 
he was ‘*no man’s man.”’ 

l ask my friend from Maryland, [Mr. Pearce, ] 
who is at the head of the Committee on the Li- 
brary, to read the life of Chief Justice Rutledge 
in the ** Lives of the Chief Justices.’? I will not 
say, that in comparison with others it is of supe- 
rior brightness, but I defy any one to find, in the 
history of this country, a name deserving more 
to be commemorated than that of that illustrious 
patriot and statesman. Sir, he did not play his 
art at a time when rhetoric was to make its ex- 
ubition to the pubhie. He acted a partata time 
when his life and fortune were pledges of the 
sincerity of his purposes. Atthe very time when 


othe r circumstance 


the British cannon were pointed upon the city of | 


Charleston, and when his own house might have 
been consumed in flames, and when he, under 
the proscription of the British Government, might 
have been committed to the gallows, Lee,who was 
sent down to take command of Fort Moultrie and 
the southern forces, applied to him for an order 
to abandon the fort; these were his words: ‘*Gen- 
eral Lee has asked me to sign an order that you 
surrender that fort; | would sooner cut off my 
right hand than sign one.’? You know the re- 
sult, sir; the fort was maintained; and allow me 
to say, on this occasion, it was maintained by the 
troops of South Carolina, mingled—it is my pleas- 
ure to say t—with one regiment from Pennsyl- 
vania, commanded by a remarkable man—a 
wreacher of the Lutheran persuasion—who,when 
1¢ preached his farewell sermon at Woodstock, 


threw off the vestments of the priest and dis- | 


closed the uniform of a colone!. 
Mr. President, | ask that Chief Justice Rut- 


ledge’s bust may be placed where the busts of | 


the other three Chief Justices are; and I think 
that, when my friend from Maryland, the chair- 


man of the Committee on the Library, shall have | 
read the history of his life, his classic taste and | 
his just appreciation of historical justice will | 


induce him to award it without hesitation. I 


offer the following resolution, and ask for its | 


immediate consideration: 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Library be instruct- 

ed to inquire into the propriety of procuring a bustin marble 

| of the late Chief Justice John Rutledge, to be executed by 
an American artist of merit and reputation, and to be placed 


| in the room of the Supreme Court of the United States,in | 


& position corresponding with those of the busts of Chief 
Justices Jay, Ellsworth, and Marshall, which were provided 
for and placed there in obedience to law. 


| The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded | 


to consider the resolution. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, if I understand 
the matter rightly, this gentleman was nominated 
as Chief Justice, but was not confirmed by the 
Senate. I have no objection to the adoption of 
| the resolution, if itbe so amended as to include 

other persons who have been nominated for the 
| same office. Judge Cushing, of Massachusetts, 
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was nominated, if I recollect aright, and, if we 
to pass a resolution of this kind, I see no ,, a 
why he should not be included in it. Tam yw.) 
ing to see all the Chief Justices who haye oo. 
been appointed to that office included in tho »... 
olution; but I see no reason why we should «’.... 
this. one, and leave out another gentleman . 
was appointed to the same office, ; 

Mr. CASS. I desire to ask the honorah! 
Senator if he recollects whether Judge Cushi: 
was ever nominated as Chief Justice. If go > 
must have been very many years ago, for | jy. 
self saw him act as a Judge in the Supre,, 
Court; but I think he never sat as Chief Jus: 
I think he never received either a temporary o 
permanent appointment to that Office. It is ws 
to me, that he was ever nominated as Chief J 
tice, 

Mr. WILSON. Iam confident of it. 

Mr. CASS. I desire to inquire who succeeded 
Judge Jay? 

Several Senators. Judge Ellsworth. 

Mr. CASS. Judge Marshall came in, whey 
Mr. Adams went out of office,in 1801. Mr. Jay 
was the first Chief Justice, and I do not know 
whether he was succeeded by Judge Rutlede: or 
Judge Ellsworth. Judge Ellsworth, howey r 
remained on the bench only two or three years 
I think those were the three who preceded Judes 
Marshall. I do not recollect any others. It js 
news to me, that Judge Cushing was ever nom. 
inated as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 
It certainly could not have been when Judes 
Marshall came in. < 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I am indebted 
for a good deal of my information on this subject 
to the book to which I have already alluded, and 
which comes from a highly distinguished author 
residing in New York. I must acknowledge that 
the first public tribute to this distinguished per 
sonage of South- Carolina comes from avn author 
living in the northern portion of this Confederacy, 
I think that the Senator from Massachusetts js 
mistaken in supposing that Mr. Justice Cushing 
ever took his seat as Chief Justice of the United 
States, 

Mr. WILSON. 


his seat. 


are 


ROH 
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US- 


I did not say he had taken 
I said he had been nominated to that 


office. 
Mr. BUTLER. But I have stated that Chief 
Justice Rutledge did take his seat on the bench, 


and delivered judgments in colori officii as Chief 
Justice of the United States. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Permit me to say to my 
friend from South Carolina, that according to 
Hickey’s Constitution, William Cushing, of 
Massachusetts, was nominated for Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court, and his nomination was 
confirmed on the 2ist of January, 1796, “in 
place of John Jay, resigned.’’ He, however, 
declined the appointment. He was at that time 
an associate justice of the court. 

Mr. BUTLER. I thought it was a mere nomi- 
nation; but what I have insisted upon is, that Chi f 
Justice Rutledge was Chief Justice, invested wit! 
all the power, authority, and dignity pertaining 
to that high station. He gave judgments upon 
the bench, and his nomination was rejected by 
the Senate at that time, according to the autho 
to whom I have alluded, mostly upon politic! 
grounds, though God had afflicted him before 
that time; and for a very good reason he ought 
not to have been confirmed. It will be seen, by 4 
reference to the life of this distinguished person- 
age, that there was great opposition to his appoln'- 

/ ment, and there was a strenuous effort topreven! 

General Washington from submitting his appoii- 

ment to the Senate. Washington, in reply toall 

charges, said: ‘* I have known him in other days 
and in other services, and the temporary juds- 
/ment of the day is not to swerve me from le 
opinion I entertain of him.’’ In the face of his 
whole Cabinet, and in opposition to a majorly 
of the Senate who seieuned tens he persisted, and 
| did nominate him, and he actually sat as Chief 

|| Justice. . ' 

|| Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I hold in my 
‘hand a list of the Chief Justices of the l nited 
|| States. I find that William Cushing, of Mass*- 
1 chusetts, was nominated and confirmed January 
|| 27, 1796, for Chief Justice of the United States. 
| According to the list before me, the Chief Justices 
are—John Jay, of New York; William Cushing, 
\) of Massachusetts; Oliver Ellsworth, of Connec 





tic! 
Jo! 


ot 





John Jay, of New York, again ae 





i ae Marsh: all, of Vi irginia; and Roger B. 
¢ Maryl: ind. 
i think all the C hief Justices who have been ap- 
inted toth: ithigh and dignified station should be 
lide d, although I have cert: unly no obje ction 


Taney, 
If we are to pass this resolution 


tthe gentleman’s resolution, and e spec ially no 
apjection because he happens to come from the 
State which he represents. 

Mr.BUTLER Mr. President, standing here, 

-] do, asa Senator from South Carolina, I should 

rebuked by the very history to whic h the ven- 

ian has alluded, if I were not perfectly willing 

do justice to the history of Massachusetts. | 
uid do it with more than ordinary pleasure, 

it isa history which is part of the com- 
won history of this ¢ country. If the Senator ean 
ehow that Mr. Cushing was really Chief Justice, 
| will include his name with great pleasure, upon 
iisownmotion. Ihave no prejudice on this sub- 

t: but when I heard the Senator read the list, 

was mortifying to me that Chief Justice Rut- 

dee should have been left out. Allow me to 
and I believe I may well say, that, because 

s left out, it may be compared to the leaving out 

ie bust of Brutus in the procession at Rome . 

Mr. SEW ARD. I am not quite clear upon 

information that is given us by the Senators 
from Massachusetts and Delaware, that it is ne- 
proper, as an act of justice, to insert 

Mr. Cushing in this resolution; but 
fam very clear upon another point, which is, 
titisa sood time, and a right time,and the best 
to msert the name of another emi- 
nan who has been and is a Chief Justice of 
d States, and that is the name of Mr. 
Chief Justice Taney. 

Mr. BUTLER. Not now. 
Mr. SEWARD. Yes,sir, now. I like to see 
dy jum ice done by mankind, as well in re- 
ding the good as in punishing r the wicked. I 
ok we can now get a transcr ‘ipt of the actual 
¢ man, Which will be a great deal better than 
iperfect copy taken after he is dead. I think 
| be a tribute that will do him good in his life- 
ne. Let us pay it now, rather than wait to dis- 
‘re a reluctant duty afterwards. I therefore 
propose to amend this ‘resolution by inserting the 
name of Mr. Chief Justice Taney. His claim 
to this place cannot be lost by his death. We 
all know that he is in advanced year: He has 
already earned the se ulptor’ Ss rewi ad, Let it be 
aw a d by his cote mporarie s. T he re W ill be 
a » in the act pleasing to him and honorable 

— Ives. 

Mr. BU TL ER. I will vote for that proposi- 
tion as a separate one. ‘The Senator can offer it 
to-morrow morning. 

Mr. SEWARD. I will be as generous as the 
nator from South Carolina. If this proposi- 
tion will embarrass his resolution [ will withdraw 
it; but I do not see how it can e ee his. It 
is only a resolution of inquiry. I agree entirely 

h him i in supporting the resolution which he 
has offered, 

Mr. BUTLER. The only objection that I 
have is, that it has never been awarded until the 
Chief Justices have passed from this life. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think it is time that this 
honor should be awarded while they are living. 

Mr. MASON. Ishould like to know whether, 
heretofore, there is an instance where the bust of 
one of these distinguished men has been placed 

n the Supreme Court room, in commemoration 
of their virtues, until they have passe d from this 
lif -? I presume there is none. Now, sir, an 

most here ditary respect which I entertain for 
the very distinguis! hed 
pies the position of Chief Justice, would induce 


because 


ssary or 


me oi 


of all times, 


Ss 


‘ 


gentleman who now occu- | 


me, if anything could, to vote for the amendment 


offered by the Senator from New York. 


If it | 


is persisted in, I shall vote against it, trusting to | 


the sound sense of the very distinguishe d Chief 
Justice to understand the reason for that vote. 
Mr. SEWARD. I desire to be informed— 
perhaps the honorable Senator from Virginia can 
inform me—whether the bust of each of those 
other distinguished Chief Justices was not pre- 


d, oratleast one = them, during his lifetime? | 


are 

do not know the fae 
Mr. MASON. 

addressed to the Senate. My impression 1s a 

Very strong one that it has not been done. 


Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator has 


That i is the very inquiry I | 


' men should be posthumous honors. 


| to the chairman of the Committee on 
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conan that the se ennai to these dictinadiaien d 
I have no 
doubt myself, though the question is sprung on 
me sudde nly, that they were cont yraneous 
honors, especially those paid ¢ each = Jay. It 
was the custom of that day to be more reverent 
than now. But if it will de prive this resolution 
of a single vote, I will wuhdlet the amendment. 

Mr. PEARCE. If the honorable Senator will 
inform me at what period Chief Justice 
I think I can give him the 
desires, 

Mr. SEWARD. 


age, and, 


Jay died, 
information which he 


He lived to a very advanced 
I think, he died about the year 1826 
Mr. FISH. I think it was 1829. 
Mr. PEARCE. The resolution providing r for 
placing the bust of Chief Justice Jay in the Su- 
preme Court room was not passed till March 2, 
1831. On the 30th of Jui : 1834, provi 
made for the bust of Chief Justice Ellsworth: 
in Mi Ly, 1836, for that of Chief Justice \ 
The resolution of Mr. 


ston Was 
and 
farshall. 
Burier was adopted. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE NAVAL BOARD. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolution some time since submitted by Mr. 


Jones, of Tennessee, calling upon the 
of the Navy fora copy of the proc eedh) ngs of the 
late naval board. On Monday last, when this 
subject was before the Sx nate, a substitute was 
adopted, mn the motion of Mr. Jones, for his 
original resolution; the pending question is there- 


Seer tary 


fore on the resolution as modified, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to the Senate a copy of the report made to 


his Department by the board of naval officers convened at 


Washington, in pursuance of an act approved February 28, 
1855, entitled ** An act to promote the efficiency of the 
Navy,” and of the record, journal, or other papers accom 






panying said report 5 or, 
he _ on r 
ottic of } 
be dis smiss¢ d or 


otherwise made 





in the 
nate 
Navy were 
retired 
know 


absenee of such papers, that 
whether the causes tor which 
recommended by that board to 
accompanied that report, 
nin Writing totne I 


form the S« 











or were 


in t , 
partment, and, 


if so, that he conimunicate to the Senate a copy ot the 
same. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I dislike execeed- 


ingly to trouble the Senate with a single word 
upon this subject; and I regret that I am com- 


pelled to restate for the third time, I believe, the 
motives which ea -d me to offer the resolution. 
1 regret still more to find many of my friends for 


whom i have the highest per: sonal recard and 
esteem, and in whose judemet nt I have great con- 
fidence, opposing the adoption of t! 
IT shall detain the Si a few moments in 

r to put myself right, and to answer one or 
two objecti ys made by the of the 


Lis resolution. 
nate but 
order 
opponents 
resolution. 7. 

I have expressed, Mr. President, 
ate will remember, an entire 
into any argument upon the merits of this subj 
I have forborne from expressing 
condemnation of the motives of the action of this 
board. I have planted myself upon the broad 
cround which I think ean be maintained, and 
which cannot be eee eontroverted by 
anybody, that every American citizen has aright 
to be heard before he shall be condemned and 
executed. I stand there, and I mean to stand 
there, and I repeat my confident belief that that 
posit ion cannot be controverted by any one 

Mr. President, I am astonished at the various 
arguments assumed by the opponents of this res- 
olution, by which they maintain their opposition 
toit. The y are ec rtainly very diverse and very 
conflicting. Ido not propose, or to fo at 
any length into that point. The law has been 
passed; and the simple question for us is, whet! 
the law has been faithfully, impartially, and hie 
estly executed? ‘To assume that it has not been 
faithfully and impartially executed is no imputa- 
tion upon the integrity of the board. They are 
human beings as we are, and are liable to 
and that they have erred is to my judgment clear 
and conclusive. 

The law, asit was passed by Congress, prov ided 
for a ‘careful examination ”’ into the efficiency 
of every officer of the American Navy—seven 
hundred in number! Now, I submit to en sir, 
Naval Af- 
fairs, (Mr. Matr®ry,] tomy friend from Alabama, 


and the S: 
disinclination to go 





any opinion or 


err: 


(Mr. Cxay,] and to every gentleman on this floor 
| who seems to be disposed to sustain the action 
| of this board—I submit to their candor, to their 
|| frankness, and to their fairness, to tell me whether 


it was possible that the law could have been faith - 
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fully executed ender ‘th: at clause which re quired 
a *f careful exe amination ? How long was that 
board in session? From the 20th day of June to 
the 26th day of July: in all, thirty-six days! Is 
there a legal man on this floor who will undertake 
to say that it was possible that investigation 
could in that time be made into the lives and char- 
acter of seven hundred office 


ries 








an 


rs, running throuch 


as of years varying from ten to fifty? I 
ask the question in all frankness and fairness— 
is it possible tnat the lives and character for 
ficiency of seven hundr d men can be earefally 
examined in thirts x days? Was there evera 
court on the face of the earth that adjudicated 
seven hundred cases so complex as an Inquiry 


into the characters of men are 


hye ~ in so } rie f a 


usually found to 
a riod as thirty-six days, each 


an ordinary sitting of four hours a day? ‘Then, 
Mir. President, if there was no other complaint, 
here is a ground of complaint thataddresses itself 


to the pustice of every n floor. We 


into the effi- 


lanon this 
ri quire da “careful examination ”’ 
ciency and in thirty- 
six days we find that two hundred and one men 
were dishonored, if you pl or 
retire d. That isa ne 
toask that 

But more 


\ 
of th seven hundred men, 
e, dismissed, 
sufficient argument with 
‘dines shall be revised. 
Mr. President, | maintain 


these proces 


than that, 


that the law has been misunderstood or mis- 
construed by the board. I hope I shall not be 
deemed guilty of arrogance in daring to assume 


that those fifteen gentlemen may have been mis- 





taken in their construction of the law. I have 
seen a much larger number of gentlemen miscon- 
strue the law, as it wasafterwards decided by the 
highest tribunal of the country. [ maintain that 
the law never did contemplate, and never did 
authorize, this board to go back and take coeni- 
zance of offenses which had been committed, and 
which w punishable unde law, and, ace 
cording te ‘requirements of the law, by courts- 
martial that was the intention of the law, I 
certainly misconeeived and misunderstood it; and 
lam not able to satisfy myself, by reading the 
law again, that there is any such pow: r asserted 
in the Inaw, or delegated by it to that board of 
investigation. But,sir, they have gone back and 
assumed to arraign, and try, and convict men of 
offenses which had been cognizable by courts- 
martial, and which had either been tried by 
courts-martial, or which had been deemed by the 
proper authorities unworthy of trial by courts- 
martial. Lam able to demonstrate that by the 
record whenever it is contradicted; and, there- 
fore, according to the argument of my friend from 
Creor ria, {Mr ‘Toomss, | which remamns unane- 
swered to this moment, and which, in my judg- 


ment, is unanswerable, [ think that, as this board 


transcended its power, its findings are void; but 
I do not mean to argue that. 
Mr. President, whether the law provided for 


’ 
tne 


punishment of thi 
mat rial fo me, 


‘ ormecers 


If it did provir 


or not, is not so 


le for their pun- 


ishment, I fall back upon that great, universally- 
received and universally-to-be-admired principle 
of richt, of a ricanism, of national right, that 
they should be heard when they were arraigned. 


Sir, did you ever contemplate, or did any Senator 
here intend, when he voted for the pa 
law, that these men should be arraigned 
for crimes, if you pl 


ssarr of the 
for of- 
se, and have no notifi- 
cation, no trial, no means of defense, no power to 
stand and confront the 


foancad 
iChnSses, 


accuser, but that quietly 


and silently they were to be carried to the 
| slaughter, and one by an inquisition, in 
my judg ment, ‘e eruel and odious than any 
that dishonore en 1y age of the world? 


This is notthe first time that this thing ha 
attempted in the United States. Thi 


1 been 
31s not the 


first time that an American officer has been ar- 
raicned, tried, and condemned without a hearing. 
Sir, this is but the beginning of a second attempt 
to repudiate and rebuke such an outrage upon 
American rights and American liberty. There 
was, in other days, a great and distinguished 
man who was arraigned for alleged offenses 
against the country—an officer of the Army of 
the United States; and a committee of the Senate 


of the United States was appointed to investigate 
the charges preferred against him. That commit- 
tee proceeded, under all the high and solemn sanc- 
tions of the law, in every respect, | think, with 
as much dignity and eonsideration as this immor- 

tal board of fifteen: they proceeded to discharge 








that duty, and they arraigned, tried, and con- 
deraned him without being heard. What f 

lowed That distinguished man, in the exercise 
of tis tru American rights, came to the Senate 


United States and remonstrated agamst the 
action of that cominittee. W hat did he say ¢ 
Listen to his words: 


ol tine 


“The manner in which the inquiry was conducted by the 
committee is beheved to have been novel; a mu of test 
mony, tendmg nouedy to affect Ure reputation of am tid 
vidual, was collected: and, although i proposed, yet 

Opportunity ce 1 iii, Of app mg before them 
to offer an tatement or planation in power, tu rela 
tion to those subjects upon witel doubts aud difficulties 
tight ae He was deprived, by this refusal, of the priv 
leg tw confronting in i rs, and of interrogating and 
ero PLATING WiIliesses uononed tor tis convection 
Such testimony om the commnuttee chose to select was 
heard and, when published to the workd, declare daljanguage 


different to what the witnesses intended, 
used an opportunity to confront and 
cross examine Witnesses, how easily may be indulged ran 
ecorous tavective, and occasions sought to vent matiounnt 
and implacable resentments! Your respondent does not 
protend to assert that anything of the kind occurred during 
the present investigation, but lias barely adverted to tt as 
forming a poruon of the evil consequences whieh micht 
arise trom so informal a method of miquir Toadopt such 
a course is to prostrate the rules of judicial proceedings, to 
Violate every maxi of justice, and to trample down allth 
eacred guarantees of the Constitution. Tle has been taught 
to believe that, agreeably to the provision of our magna 
charta, every individual was secure ut tits lite, liberty, prop 

' 

' 


ty refusing the ace 


erty, and reputation; aud that he could mot be 


any constituted authority of the nation, without being heard 
in lis defense, permitted to introduce exseulpatory eviden 

to cross-examine and confront tis accusers This i one 
of the choicest fruits of our cepublican mnstitutious, aiid os 
an essential preservative of liberty > it siiontd narded 
with vestal viellanee, and for no purpose whatever sub 
jected to violation by any branch or departinent of the Gov 
ernment In its maintenance, th Is sil y; but danger 


an departure, 

This is the language of Andrew Jackson when 
he was arraigned by a committee of the Senate, 
tried, and condemned for alleged offenses as an 
He came before the 
of the United States with his prot st, and 
the history of the world brings its vindieation 
with it. Shall we now fallinto the very same error 
which was then condemned and repudiated | 


tr t 
trust net, 


officer of the Government. 


\ fer 
senate 


Justice, all that is sacred and dear to 
us, should prevent it. 

Mir. President, | have re 
yections urged by 


marked that the ob- 
v4 ritle men to the yy ssane of 
this resolution, and the Irconstructions or thie law 
The te and distin- 
euished Senator from Delaware, | Mr. CLayvon, | 
who is ever listened to with pl 

Bi 


his wisdom, his age, and his intell 


. 
are most col fli tinyer. honora: 
easure, because ot 
rence, has ex- 
pressed his views upon the Notwith- 
ord to him 
infallibility of opinion. Hle assumes that this 
was an act of the President of the United States, 
and that therefore th: 


que Silon, 


standing his high talents, | cannot ace 


board is not to be called in 


question, Sir, lL care not where the respoustbility 
rests; there is a responsibility somewhere, and a 
fearful responsibility. ‘There ts a responsibility 
attaching to the Senate, who have been made a 


JUSTICE shall 
be done if injustice has been done to any one. 
W hen, however, distinguished gentlemen present 
opinions so contrary and so conflicting, | am at 
a loss to know how to arrive at conclusions for 
myself. If,as the Senator from Delaware main- 
tains, this was the independent act of the Pres- 
ident within his constitutional power, and the 
board have no connection with it, and no respons- 
ibility for it to us or to the country, | wish that 
fact to be ascertained, and I shall then be as r ady 
to condemn the President of the United States for 
an improper exercise of his power, or an act of 
injustice, as | would be to condemn the merest 
beerar who walks through your sireets, There 
is no man so high that he can escape my censure 
when my convicuons and my judgment pouit the 
way. 

Sir, | think there is some mistake among hon- 
orable gentlemen on this subject. L ask the honor- 
able Senator from Delaware to read, if he pleases, 
a single paragraph from the letter of the distin- 
wuished Secretary of the Nawy on this point. 
Hoes the Seeretary of the Navy maintain it to be 
the act of the President? No, sir. Does he assume 
that itis his own act as Secretary of the Navy? 
Notatall. Does he say it is only the action of 
the board? No, sir. What does he say? He 
divides the responsibility. In his letter to the 
President, communicating the action of the board, 
he says: 


party to this transaction, to see that 


* The law on this point speaks plainly and distinctly. It | 


does not io pese this task upon, or intrust this delicate duty 


‘tary of the Navy, or even the President. It 

. provide that the persons who are to perform 
shall be fifteen * 
five commanders, 
the President. 
execute 


to. the Seer 
joes, how 
this work, 
eapiiins, 


naval officers,’ to consist of five 
and tive lieutenants, ordered by 
After Uhus selecting the persots Who are lo 
this work, it then provides how It is to be done.”’ 
Thus the Secretary of the Navy assumes that 
the responsibility for the action of the board isa 
divided responsibility ; and, if that be true, the 
argument made yesterday by my distinguished 
friend from Kentucky (Mr. Cri TENDEN] is per- 
fectiy sound, and the distinetion which he drew 
cannot properly be ¢ haracterized, 
as a fine-spun distinction. If the Seere tary of the 
Navy is right, the Senator from Kentucky is right 
when he assumes that the President was not ex- 
ercising amere independent, exclusive, arbitrary, 
constitutional power, but he three 
combined powers, joined together to execute a 
law of Congress. If this be so, I think the difti- 
culty of providing a remedy is to some extent 
obviated. 
But, Mr. President, there is another difficulty 
My honorable friend, the eLairman 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs, [Mr. Mat- 
LORY, | zeal in thi 
mura with his patriotism, 


was a part ot 


in this crse. 
inanifests a niatter commen- 
his talents, and his 
‘ion Ww hich has becn 
I find no fault with 
bemg disposed, by 
id proper means, to sustain and vindicate 
Navy Department; bat I think 
he may possibly fall into some error. IT have 
asked that the repert of this board shall be fur- 
nished to the Senate, as a means of 
by which we shall arrive at the conclusions at 
vhich they seem to have arrived. He has told 
us here in the Senate that there was 


devotion to the pe caltar } 


assigned him by the Senate. 
he norable or ntleman for 
all faura 


the action of the 


and he spoke ex cathedra. a know yi: he said, 
‘* that there is no rr port,”’ Wi i, sir, ] accord to 
him all the knowledge that he claims; but if there 
be no report, it seems to me that there isa strange 
inconsistency between his statement and that of 
the Seeretary of the Navy. The Secretary of the 
Navy,in his letter to the President of the United 
‘s, uses these strong and emp! 
** At your suggestion, | have carefi 


their report. 


tatic words: 
ly examined 
Mark the werds; I hope the hon- 
orable Senator from Florida will listen to what I 
read—* | have carefully examined their report.”’ 
Now the Senator says thi re Was no report,except 
the mere presentation of the names and grades of 
the officers to be 


Mtatles, 








missed, 

Mr. MALLORY. 
tor allow me to correct him? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MALLORY. I know the Senator wishes 
to understand me precisely as 1 stated my posi- 
tion to be, but he has misapprehended me. In 
all the attempts of the honorable Senator from 
‘Tennessee to obtain the report, | have presumed 
that, as a matter of course, he 
cial report. Lt eould know of no other. I sup- 
posed him to refer to an official report made by 
the board to the Navy Department, and when I 
said there was no report, | referred to such an 
otticial report, | believe there was none such, 
and | stated that distinetly. All that the Seere- 
tary of the Navy had of the nature of an otiicial 
rr port was transmitted to Coneress. 
equal frankness, that | knew cach member of the 


as it has been, } 


information | 


no re pori, | 
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retired, furloughed, and dis- | 


Will the honorable Sena- | 


referred to an offi- | 


l said, with | 


board did keep a memoranduin which would fur- | 


nish for himself a sufficient report. As a matter 
of course, the reasons for retiring, for furlough- 
ing, and for dropping every officer so disposed 


of, were freely canvassed and throughly exam- | 
ined, and ample time was given, as L expect to | 


be able toshow. Each member of the board has 
an historical accouat of every transaction of that 
land in his*possession; but that did not come 
before the Navy Department officially. Why? 
Simply because the law did not require arecord; 
and here I will state that, if the Secretary of the 
Navy had ordered such a record to be kept, I 
would have been the first to cast blame upon ay 
The law did not require a record to be kept. If 
the Secretary had ordered a record upon which 
the various causes for the aceon of the board 
were registered, then, superadded to the mortifi- 
cation which the dismissed officers felt at the 
action of the board, would have been the needless 
publication by the Secretary of the Navy of the 
causes for that action. Some ef them, dismissed 


| 


| 
| 
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‘ 

February 6 
ween Pha Fons ’ 
for a certain reason, might have come and s id 
“You have not only dropped me for dranke, 
ness, which was in the private knowledge of +! 
gentlemen who composed the board, or a wat 
of official record in the Department, but you ha 
needlessly spread that fact before the public 
which the law did not require you todo,” The a 
fore, when I said that no record was kept, | 
meant that the board, as a board, kept no official 
record. [said distinetly, though, perhaps, may 
friend did not understand me as sayine, that | 
believed every member of the board kept a dis- 
tinct record or memorandum of every case that 
came before the board. : 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. T see the distine- 
tion which the honorable Senator makes, and | 
had intended to make that distinction for him 
myself, but he has expressed it much better thay 
Tcould. Sull, the point remains unsettled with 
meas a question of fact. The Secretary says 
he has ‘carefully examined”? the report’ of the 
board. How long did it take the Secretary t» 
make thatexamination? According to the Sey. 
ator’s supposition, the board sent to the Seeretary 
two hundred and one names on a slip of paper, 
with their positions assigned them, stating that 
A. B. was furloughed, or retired, or dismissed, 
with no reasons given for the various assignmerns. 
The Secretary of the Navy says, in his letter to 
Lieutenant Maury: 


The naval board, in accordance with the law under 
Which it was assembled, merely reported the names and 
ran: of the officers who, in its judgment, were affected by 
thie law, without assigning the reasons for its action.” ~ 

If there were no reasons assigned, there was 
no report except the mere names and grades; and 
how long would it take you, sir, or me, or any- 
body else, simply to read over the names of two 
hundred men, and agree to the finding? Thy 
board concluded their labors on the 26th of July: 
but the letter of the Secretary of the Navy, com- 
municating their action to the Pri sident of thy 
United States, is dated the 5th of September, 
Then he had forty-one days for this “ careful 
examination’? into the report and finding of the 
board ! 

The honorable Senator from Florida tells us 
that, if a record had been kept, he would have 
condemned it. I find no fault with the opinions 
of any Senatoron a question of right, or justics 
or propriety. Every Senator is entitled to his 
own opinion on such questions. IT submit, how- 
ever, to the Senate, whether the position of the 
Senator from Florida on this point ean be main- 
tained by argument upon any principle of justi 
He says he would have condemned the board 
if they had kept a record of their proceedings 
Why? Beeause, he says, it would publish to the 
world the shame and confusion of a portion of 
the Navy! Then heis for protecting the guilty at 
the expense of the innoceat, Because some m 
were covered with shame, with crime, or with 
infamy, he would not keep a record giving | 
reasons for the action of the board. If there was 
only one honest man in the two hundred and one 
who did not deserve this punishment, a record 
ought to have heen kept, in order to give him an 
opportunity to defend himself, 

Mr. MALLORY. The objects which the 
honorable Senator seeks, as I understand it, is t 
obtain the causes which operated upon the board 
for retiring certain gentlemen who have memo- 
rialized the Senate. Will not that object be at 
tained through those very private memoranda 
or reports to which I have alluded, which indi- 
vidual members kept, but not as a board? The 
Senator seeks that; and that, I presume, is attai- 
able. But this resolution calls for a report made 
by the board to the Department. If such a re- 
port had been made, it would not only have em- 
braced the causes which produced the retirement 
of those gentlemen who have memorialized us, Ut 
also the causes of the retirement of those who do 
not seek for exculpation. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I shall reach that 
objection in a few moments, though, on accow! 
of indisposition, I shall not detain the Senate long. 
The Senator from Florida says, there was ° 
official report, but each member of the board kept 
his own record, and each officer of the board has 
® private memorandum assigning the reasons '! 
the action of the board in every individual cast 
I would ask any Senator this question. Suppose 
he had been arraigned, tried, and condemned by 














1856. 


shat board, and came forward to know the reason 
whv he h id been retired, or dismissed, or dis- 
honored, would he not consider it incumbent on 


wh member of the board who had a privat 
; an yandum to come like men and state the 
.asons for his action? Shall these men ensconce 
~selves behind the law? Shall they refuse to 
esien reasons, if they have any? [had noright 
fo assume that they had private memoranda; but 
[had a right to suppose that, as a board, con- 
iering the whole fifteen as a unit, they kept a 
wd, and that record ought to be presented here. 
{ think, however, that if we could reach the private 
moranda of which the Senator speaks, they 


would be found to be very confused, and very 
conflicting. L think reasens might be found to 
exist in some case Which would not prevent dis- 
inet and clear re probation in others. Yet, sir, 
we are groping our way in the dark; and honest 
men are sacrificed on private memoranda which 
we can neither see nor hear. Is that justice? Is 
sat equality ? Is it that equality of right which 
we all claim to feel and exercise, and cherish as 
iy American birthright? If it is, our boasted 
cry of liberty and freedom, and the rights of 
American citizens, is a miserable humbug. 
sir, | wish now to say a few words in reply to 
what was stated by my frie nd from Alabama, 
Mr. Cuay,| the other day. He was 
yposed to this resolution because it implied that 
ere was a record kept, and that the resolution 
to that extent was an implied censure on the 
ard. LE donot mean to be so understood. I 
in mean, however, to assume that there was a 
ort, beeause my sense of justice, propricty, 


suid he 


i fairness, suggests that there ought to have 
narecord, Ldonot mean any imputation on 
» board by saying whether they did or did not 
keep a record, because they have not been heard 
in their defense; they have not answered whether 
ey kepta record or not. We have no official 
information on that subject. My honorable friend 
from Alabama finds an imputation on the action 
of the board, but I think that is a fancy of his. 
He said further, that he was opposed to this 
resolution, even if there was a record. Sir, if 
they kept a record, have we not a right to know 
it? Teannot exactly see the force of the argu- 
mentof the Senator from Alabama. Ifthe objec- 
tion applies to the existence of the report, that is 
a good objection, according to his argument; but 
if there be no report, what harm can the resolu- 
tion do?) We shall get no report if there is none. 
My friend from Alabama said, however, that he 
was opposed to it, whether there was a report or 
not. In that connection he advanced a sentiment 
which [ beg to call to his attention, and | think, 
upon reéxamination, he will hardly be willing to 
maintain it. He said: 


“ But, sir, I say, if such a report did exist, I should not be 
willing to vote for this resolution in its present shape ; and 
why? It ecalls upon the Secretary to lay before the Senate, 
and expose to the public, all the charges which may exist 
against all those officers who have been retired or dropped, 
upwards of two hundred in number. What proportion of 
that number are petitioning the Senate for relief? About 
one fifth. Shall we, at the instance of that one fifth, expose 
the infirmities, the frailties, the errors—ay, it may be, the 
vices and the crimes—of others in the remaining four fifths ? 
Sball we perpetuate their shame, or it may be theirinfamy, 
by making public and exposing to common obloquy their 
acts in past times in the service of the Government?” 

That sentiment is similar to one which has been 
uttered by my friend from Florida. About one 
fourth or one fifth of the officers who have been 
retired or dismissed by the board, have remon- 
strated against its finding. My friend from Ala- 
bama says he would be opposed to the adoption 
of this resolution, and the presentation of the 
record of the board if they kept any, if there 
was only one fifth of the cases where a remon- 
Strance was not made. Why? Because it would 
expose the vices, the follies, the infirmities, or, it 
may be, crimes of the others. Sir, if 1 knew that 
four fifths of the two hundred were guilty of the 
Zrossest offenses known to our laws; if I knew 
that four fifths of them had outraged every prin- 
ciple of virtue, of propriety, of morality, and of 
religion; and yet believed that the remaining-one 
fifth were innocent, and that it was necessary to 
the clear vindication of their innocence to do so, 

Would expose the crimes and the follies of the 
rest. If, in order to rescue only one innocent and 
honest man from this terrible catastrophe, it be- 
comes necessary to expose the follies and the vices 
of two hundred others, Iam ready to do it. lam 
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ready to call for the testimony, and to inflict dis- 
credit where discredit is due; but | will vindieat 
1 1 


the innovent to the 


ast eXtremity. 
In this connection let me say to my friend from 
' 

i know my ow heart, [ have 


xpose the fo s, the 


labama, that, if 
no desire unnecessarily to 
offenses, the imperfections, the vices of any n 


on earth. Common 


m 
charity prevents it. My 





consciousness of my own weakness would forbid 
any such cruelty as that. I would throw the 
mantle of charity over everv folly: I would draw 
the veil of obscurity over every vice, so far as | 
c muld do tt without inflietn r wrong on th Lnhe- 
cent: and therefore it is that | sueeest to mv 
friend from Alabama, that Ido not seek to pa 
rade before he country all those enormiitics oft 
which he speaks, and which mav or may not 


eXISt 


that he 


nt—shall be heard: and if he 


will offer an amendment to my re solutt my, COn- 


Innocent—those who 


} ’ 7 
claim to be innoec 





fining it only tethose whofeelthat they have been 
aggrieved, L will aceept such an amendment. 
if there is any p ton of the American Navy, 

und I presume there are some officers of that 
kind) that 1s satistied with the verdict that has 


been rendered, [ am perfectly content. L[ seel 
not to bring in review their follies or their weal 
hesses An vine odmx nt ean be offered confining 
the resolution to those wl 
and ask for redress.  L will most gladly accept 
such an amendment, and that will obviate the 
objection made by my friend from Alabama, and 
by my friend from Florida. {[ am content that 
those who claim a hearing—those who feel the 


1\oOmemortalize Congress, 


consciousness, in their own hearts, of integrity 
and devotion to the country, and of virtue and 
propriety—shall be heard, and to confine the reso- 
lution to them alone. 

There is a suggestion that was made by the 
honorable Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] 
which | think is a good one, and I am willing to 
adopt it, and | cannot for my life see a reason- 
able objection against it. A man has been tried 
without a hearimg, and has been condemned, 
and he comes here 
rehearing. 


and asks us to give him a 
is there anything incompatible with 
the public interest, or inconsistent with justice, 
or opposed to the dictates of propri ty, 10 our 
passing a law saying that a revisory board shall 
be organized, under the best suggestions of our 
wisdom, with a view to the public service, and 
that those men who feel themselves aggrieved, 
and whose characters and whose honors have 
been jeopardized, may appear before another tri- 
bunal, where they may answer the charges which 
have been preferred against them? Some Senators 
suggest to me that it will take weeks or months. 
Sir, | care not whether it takes days, weeks, 
months, or years. | would accord to an honora- 
ble man a whole lifetime to vindicat 
and if | had the power to streteh it beyond the 
confines of time, | would open up the portals of 
eternity to him, that he might vindicate his honor 
when It was assailed. fi 

With these remarks, Mr. President, I leave the 
subject. I have offered the resolution for the 
consideration of the Senate, and I trust that it 
will be adopted. If my friends who have objected 
to it are content with the amendment which | 
have suggested, | am ready to accede to that, and 
let us get at the matter fairly, and let justice be 
awarded where injustice has been done. 

Mr. BROWN. Ido notintend, Mr. President, 
to review the speech of my friend from Tennes- 
see; but it seems to me that, in his resvlution and 
in his speech, he has fallen into some errors which 
ought to be corrected. 

| ‘The whole censure thrown upon the naval 
board, not only by my friend from Tennessee, 
but by other Senators, seems to me, with all due 
deference to the superior judgment of other gen- 
tlemen, to be out of place, and arises from a 
misconception of what was the true relation of 
this board to the law and to the Executive of the 
United States. The board have not dismissed 
any man from the public service. They were 


his honor; 


1] ee authorized, under the law, to advise the 


President who ought to be stricken from the list 
| of naval officers, who ought to be furloughed, 
and who ought to be retired on full pay or on 
the reserved list. Their proceedings were ab- 
solutely null and void without the approval of 
the President. 


They had no power to do ary- || 
| thing beyond simply making a recommendation, || 


which needed the 
he for rt wecrme 
ive—the Sex 


Executive 
in anywise obligatory or effect- 
retary of the Navy, ef course, 
vening between the b ard and thre President. 
Ti retore, SIr, | hold that all the e« nSure which 
is heaped on them, all the complaints tnat they 
have not kept a record, are wrong. Who had the 
right to demand a record, and who had the rieht 
to review that record, if any had been kept? The 
President, and nobody else—th 


confirmation of the 


inter- 


Secretary of the 
Navy, however, intervening between the Presi- 
aent and the b vard. 
*, we are not here to revise the action of the 
When the law was passed, the Senate re- 
served to itself no such revisory authority. Con- 
ss authorized the appointment of a board to 
advise the President as to 
missed, who should be furloughed, and 
should be placed on the re 


> 
to the Pri 


dis- 
who 
It belonged, 
dto himalone, under the law, 


who should be 


serve 1 list. 
sidi nt, a 


to revise the action of the board. With that 
rection L hold that the Senate has no coneern. It 
is no business of ours whether they kept a record 


of their proceedings or not. The Py 
approved Live 


sident has 
board, and from that 
sults have been reached; and 
you are now asked to concur, not with the action 
of the board, but with the action of the President, 
which necessarily springs out of the action of the 
board. have been re- 
moved, others furloughed, and others put upon 
the retired list, promotions 
sary; and the 
tions for 


action oft thre 


approval certarn re 


Beeause certain parties 


have become neces- 
President has made his nomina- 
promotions, and you are 
asked to confirm or reject those nominations. 


those here 

ldo not pret nd to say, that censure belones 
anywhere, but L say that least of all ean it attach 
to the board. ; sident of the 
of Cor 
would have an unquestioned right to do, 
under the Constitution, had chosen to appoint a 
board to advise him as to who should be dropped 


Suppose that the Pre 
United States, without the authority 
as he 


Jress, 


from the naval list, who should be furloughed, 
and who should be placed on the retired list, if 
one had existed—suppose he bh d taken i! 


his head to exercise 


ito 
his constitutional function to 
strike certain gentlemen from the lst of naval 
officers, and, not feeling sure in his own 
mind who ought to be dropped, he had himself 
constituted a naval board to advise him—ti that 
action, Lhold that they would have been respons- 
ible to the Pre sick nt. and to nobody else ‘ lost ad, 


however, of things taking that direction, Con- 


quite 





cress by a direct statute authorized the appoint- 
ment of such a board. Why was that done? 
Congress beheved that the Pre sident had not ex- 
ercised his constitutional functions by striking 
They believed that 

that it required 


ineflictent officers off the list. 
the Navy required reduc 
pruning s that its dead limbs should be lopped off. 
With a view to enable the President to understand 
who were inefficient, Congress provided for a 
board simply to advise him. 

The President, | say again, might very prop- 
erly have demanded of the board, in writing, the 
reasons W hy they made this or that recommend- 
ation; but it was for the President, and not for 
the Penate, to approve the action of the board. 
There was nothing in the law, there is nothing 
in the policy of the Government, there is noth- 
ing in its past action, that justifies the Senate in 
demanding the reasons W ny this or that recom- 
mendation was made to the President. Our busi- 
ness is to revise the action of the Executive, and 
not that of the board, which was simply advisory 
to the President. 

Now, sir; have you any right to demand of the 
President the reasons why he approved the action 
of the board? Have vou any right to demand of 
a coordinate and equal branch of the Government 
the reasons why it has displaced certain officers, 
and sent us the names of certain others to take 
their places? I hold most emphatically that you 
have no such rights. If you think proper to re- 
ject a nomination made by the President, you 
may do so for reasons which are satisfactory to 
yourselves; but you have no business to demand 
from the President why he has dismissed this 
officer or that, nor why he has made a nomina- 
tion to fill a particular place. As well might the 
President come and demand of you the reasons 
why you have passed laws, or why you have 
refused to confirm nominations. 

The departments of the Government are sep- 
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ne — 


arate, distinct and independent, each from the | 


other. ‘The legislative branch has no right to de- 
mand of the judiciary the reasons why they act 
thus and so; the legislative branch has no busi- 
ness to demand of the Executive why he acts thus 


or so: nor has either of them the right to demand | 
If our | 
action is harmonious, it is well; but if it fails in | 


of the legislature why we act thus or so. 


any one of the departments of the Government, 
our action must necessarily fail, according to my 
understanding of the theory of this Government. 

{ confess I do not like the idea, and [ do not 
fully understand the object of undertaking to pass 


on the board, who were never required to act with 
any re sponsibility to the Senate, or to Conere SS, 
or to the country. It was simply an intervening 
board, authorized and appointed under a law to 
advise the Executive what he oughtto do. When 
they gave their advice, their functions entirely 
ceased; and if the President had not approved 


fallen to the ground and become null and void. 
The President therefore, being the revisory power, 
had the right to demand the reasons why they 
recommended to him to do thus and so; 
they made no recommendations to the Senate, 


but as 
ind 
as the Senate is not called upon to revise their 
action inany way, and reserved to itself no power 
to make this revision when the law was passed, 
I maintain that this demand 
gether wrong and out of place. 

My friend from ‘Tennessee says he would de- 
mand the reasons why each and every man was 
displaced, and, thouch the assignment of those 
reasons might fall with crushing power on ninety- 
nine men, if their assignment was necessary to 
rescue one fair character, he would still demand 
them. ‘That sentiment is noble enough; but the 
case did not require the enunciation of any such 
sentiment. Some of the officers who have been 
retired have sentin theirapplications by memorial, 
and have demanded investigation into the 
causes why they have been displaced; and those 
memorials have been sent to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. You are not to conelude im ad- 
vance that that Committee will not discharge their 
duty and their whole duty. 

By what authority do Senators assume that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs will not make all the 
investigation which the case requires; that they 
will not report all the facts which are involved in 
each particular case separately, on the memorial 
which has been referred to them? It seems to 
me that the passage of such a resolution as this 
distrusts the integrity of your own committee. I 
hold it to be the duty of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs to report on the separate cases which have 
been referred to them, as much so as to report on 
the memorial of any other citizen of the Republic 
who feels that he has been aggrieved by the action 
of the Government. When those reports are 
made, let us consider each case on its own dis- 
tinct merits. I rise solemnly to protest against 
this mingling of the guilty with the innocent, and 
this idea of making a hotch-potch business of the 
whole concern, and dragging private gentlemen’s 
private affairs before the Senate, and before the 
world, when they have made no application to be 
thus draeved before the Senate and before the coun- 
try. If there bea single man on the listof dismissed 
officers, who feels that his reputation is more 
secure in that privacy where he now stands, than 
it would be by having it paraded before the Sen- 
ate, T would leave him to his repose. Iam not 
willing that one man should have his reputation 
fairly established, as my friend from ‘Tennessee 


for reasons 1s alto- 


an 


says, by dragging one hundred others with bin, | 


who think their reputation would be blasted by 
this sort of investigation. 

I take it for granted that those who believe 
they have a fair record behind, and are willing to 
stand the test of investigation, have sent in their 
memorials, and have demanded the investigation; 
and thou¢ch Congress might sit until the end of 
this century, | would give it to them, and give it 
to them to their heart’s content. If arecord shall 
be brought here which will not stand the test, I 
notify them, | notify their friends, and all the 
world, that | will discuss their private characters 
with all the freedom with which I would express 
my views on a public measure, because they come 
here to demand it. 


THE 


| that. 
by the Preside nt, and throw the censure wholly i} 


lof heaven. 


| that 





mine, that the Committee on Naval Affairs of the 


Senate will not discharge their duty by investi- 


| gatie z this matter to the bottom on each man’s 


distinct and separate petition. I think I can see 
in this whole proceeding here a disposition to get 
all these officers off by making a general commo- 
tion and general row over the whole thing, so 
that the responsibility shall rest equally alike 
upon the innocent and the guilty; and those half 
dozen or so of innocent men who have been dis- 
charged, are to drag the great car which is to 
carry them all back again to place. I am against 
. I beiieve men have been dismissed who 
ought to have been dismissed; I believe men have 


| been furloughed who oucht to have been fur- | 
| loughed; I believe men have been put on the 


reserved list who ought to have been put there. 
That have been dismissed who ought to 
have been retained, [have no question. lam for 
winnowing the whole matter, and for getting the 


some 


| wheat out of the chaff, and taking care of the || 
what they did, their whole action would have || 


wheat and throwing the chaff to the four winds 
I do not mean, so far as my vote or 
my action Is concerned, to take all the chaff, with 


| a few grains of wheat, back again. 


if lam not mistaken, the distinguished Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Crirrenpen] advocated the 
idea, and certadaly made an argument to prove 
that the whole law might be repealed, with a 
declaratory clause that things should be restored 
to their former position; in other words, that you 


| should treat the law asa certain election was once 


treated in a sister State—as though it had never 
heen passed. | shall not take issue with the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Kentucky on a law point; 
but | wish to make a suggestion. The repeal of 
the law, with a declaration that things shall be 


| restored to the position which they occupied 


before the law was passed, could mean nothing 


| else than that the Secretary of the Navy and the 


President had so bunglingly executed the law 
they had thrown things into inextricable 
confusion, and that therefore it was necessary to 
rub out all that had been done, and make a new 
start. What else can it mean but that they not 
only failed to execute the law in its true spirit, 
and according to its true intent, but that they 
have made ** confusion worse confounded,’ so 


| that there is no possibility of making sense out 
| of their proceeding. 
| to the President to be approved, with that implied 


Sir, when you send an act 


declaration on its face, do you think he will 
approve it?) Do you think he will go for upsetting 
all that he has done under the law, when your 
declaration can amount to nothing else than that 


| his proceeding is so foolish, and so absurd, and || 
| so utterly without order, that you can make 
| nothing out of it? I do not know what he would 


do insuchacase. 1am not ashamed to acknowl- 


| edge that my relations with him are not of a 


character to justify me in representing him here, 
as I do not represent him; but he is President of 
the United States, and | suppose, indeed I know, 
that he has a full and proper appreciation of the 
dignity of his position, and of the rights which 
attach to it. If you should undertake, by an act 
of this nature, to make him stultify himself, to 
make him admit, by the approval of your act, 
that he had so bunegling!ly executed the law of 


| Congress that the whole thine was thrown into 
| utter confusion, I take it for granted he would 


say, ** | saw clearly through the thing from the 
beginning; I know what I meant; this is a trick 
of politicians to get me into difficulty; and [ do 
not mean to put my signature to my own death- 
warrant.’’ take it for granted he would take 
some such view as that. 

Now, sir, I understand that we have already 
before us, if not directly, at least sufficiently for 
us tocomprehend them, two propositions for get- 
ting out of ‘this difficulty. One of them is to keep 
open the places in the Navy that shall be made 
vacant by death or resignation, to be filled by 
officers who have been improperly dismissed 


| from the service; in other words, instead of car- | 
| ryimg on the line of promotion in regular order, 


that those vacancies shall be left open, so that 


men who have been improperly dismissed may be 
| restored. 


Some Senator the other day made a 
good deal of complaint about the case of Com- 
modore Stewart. It so turns out—and I men- 


tion it certainly with as much regret as any other | 


| 
| 


Senator can feel—that the position from which 


1 will not assume in advance, by any vote of | he was displaced is already vacant. If the Pres- 
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restore Commodore Stewart, there is the place 
ready, waiting for him, in consequence of the 
unfortunate death of one of his associates Va. 
cancies in the same way will occur in every 
grade of the service which may be filled by nom. 
inations by the President. If this does not sat. 
isfy us, another plan is presented of passing 
law providing for a sufficient number of tema, 
rary captains, commanders, and lieutenants, to 
take in all who have been unjustly dismisseq 
from the service. 

_I am ready to go for either of these proposi- 
tions; I have no choice between them. If the 
judgment of the Senate shall be against both, [ 
shall then be ready to go for anything else which 
shall be suggested from any quarter which shal] 
do perfect and entire justice to all parties; but ag 
I said to the Senate on a former occasion, and ag 
I now repeat, I do not mean to vote to restore 
things as they stood before the law, even thouch 
I may have the power to do it. In the first 
place, I do not believe you have the power to do 
| it; and if you had, I do not believe you ought to 

exercise 1t. If any injustice has been done, at 

least half adozen modes may be pointed out by 
| which you can do justice to those who have been 

wronged. There does not exist, there cannot 

by possibility exist, any sort of necessity for 
| your repealing the law with the declaration that 
things shall be restored to the position which 
they occupied before the law was passed. [I felt 
it due, Mr. President, to the position which [ 
occupied in this matter, in consequence of some 
remarks which I made ona former occasion, to 
say this much. I do not think I shall ever allude 
to the subject again. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish toask my 
friend from Mississippi a question before he re- 
sumes his seat. I do not mean to follow him in 
his areument. IT understand him to assume that 
this is the act of the President, and that the 
| responsibility is with the President, because all 

power over the subject is vested in him. His 

whole argument goes on the assumption that the 

President is omnipotent in all questions of re- 

moval, and that therefore the President is respons- 

ible for this whole thing. 
| The Senator tells us that there are two reme- 
dies. What are they? One, to keep open the 
vacancies that may occur by death or resignation; 
and the other, to provide for a temporary increase 
of the grades of the Navy. 

Does not the omnipotence of the President in 
dismissing apply just as strongly in restoring as 
indismissing? “What is the use of talking about 
your remedy when this power of omnipotence 
has to be consulted at last? I do not believe in 
the omnipotence of any man; but if the President 
alone is responsible for this proceeding, being 
omnipotentin removals, he is equally omnipotent 
in restorations and nominations. 

I can tell my honorable friend, however, that 
the President is not so omnipotent as he supposes. 
That was manifested in the case of a very great 
and good man, for whom I cherish as kind fee'- 
ings as any Senator on this floor, and more so 
than some do. The contest with him showed 
that no President can be considered omnipotent. 
Have you not seen promotions in the Army of 
the United States suspended here for two or three 
years, on the single application of one man? 


a 


)- 


Where, then, is the omnipotence of your Presi- 
dent? Have you notscen nominations sent here, 
and sent back to him, and returned to us, and sent 
back to him again, and kept in abeyance vatil 
the voice of the sovereignty of the States of this 
Union was heard in the confirmatory power ot 
the Senate? He is not omnipotent; and so far as 
[ am concerned, I shall never surrender that ques- 
tion; I will never vote to confirm one man whose 
nomination he sends here until I think the injured 
men have had a fair hearing. The Senate have 
| refused, On many occasions, to confirm nomina- 
tions; they have a right to refuse again; and the 
| omnipotence of the President is not an argument 

that extends far with me. 
| Mr. BROWN. I said nothing about the om- 

nipotence of the President. With all due defer- 
ence to the acumen of my friend from Tennessee, 
I must say that I said nothing from which, in my 
opinion, he could have drawn any such inference. 
I spoke of the President’s powers under this law. 
‘| L said that the law itself gave him the right 





